
 
Council Meeting  

April 06, 2026 
01:30 pm – 3:00 pm CST 

  
Present: President Sarah Milligan, Vice President Mark Cave, First Vice President Alissa Rae 
Hudson, Immediate Past President Troy Reeves, Council members: Abby Perkiss, Anna Sheftel, 
Adrienne Cain Darough, Francine D. Spang-Willis, Executive Director Stephen Sloan, Associate 
Director Steven Sielaff, Program Associate Hailey Rowe 
Others Present: Ela Banerjee, Melody Lee Hunter-Pillion, Elena Foulis, Autumn Brown 
Members Absent: Program Associate Hailey Rowe, Fanny Garcia 
Minutes Prepared by: Program Associate Hailey Rowe 
   
Agenda  Discussion & Decisions  Action Required  Responsible

  
Party  

Welcome 
1:30 PM  

Opening Thoughts: Abby shared personal reflections on storytelling, memory and 
relationships and connected the ideas to oral history practice. 
 

Consent 
Agenda 
 
 

Items on the consent agenda: 
●​ Midwinter meeting minutes  
●​ Caucus FAQ 

 
 Alissa Rae moves to approve the consent 
agenda, Mark seconds. All approved. 
 

 
 
 
Post minutes to 
website 
 
Post FAQ to website 

 
 
 
Hailey 
 
 
Steven 
Sielaff 

 



Present 
Business: 
Guest 
Introduction 
and 
Committee 
Chair Update 

Diversity Committee co-chairs, Melody Lee 
Hunter-Pillion  

●​ Virtual meetups (first held in November 
with ~35 attendees), planning upcoming 
sessions (May/June). 

●​ Supporting conference committees 
(program review, scholarships) 

●​ Looking to make accessibility guidelines 
actionable, develop accessible 
presentation guideline, create 
pre-conference materials and handouts 
for presenters 

●​ Additional ideas include inviting local 
community members to participate in 
conference receptions, explore disability 
cultural competency training for future 
conferences, continue discussions on 
financial accessibility for conference 
attendees 

 
Advocacy Committee co-chair, Elena Foulis and 
Autumn Brown 

●​ Social media takeover planned for the 
week of May 11 

●​ Planning to submit proposals to OHA 
and external conferences 

●​ Are working on updating the public 
statement policy 

●​ Considering a 3-part series on oral 
history as an advocacy tool, potential 
schedule of May-July, exploring budget 
support 

●​ Looking to coordinate with diversity 
committee for cross-committee 
presentation/knowledge sharing  
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Present 
Business: 
Reports  
 
 
 
 

Executive Office Update (Stephen): 
2028 Meeting Site Selection Update 

●​ Downtown Hilton Fort Worth selected. 
●​ Strong location, accessibility, and 

financial terms. 
 
OHA Day Update 

●​ Over $7,000 raised 
●​ 25% allocated to Emerging Crises Fund 

 
Council agreed unanimously to add an 
additional $230 to the emerging crises fund, 
allowing us to award a second recipient at 
$2,000 
 

●​ Record number of partner members this 
time of year at 44 

●​ 39 registrations for upcoming 
symposium 

 
Executive Office Update (Steven): 
OHA Website Bandwidth Investigations 

●​ Increased bandwidth using our current 
website host (WP Engine) is going to 
require a price jump to keep the 
membership 

●​ Solution put forward by our web 
consultant is to switch over to 
DreamHost - lower cost and no 
bandwidth limits 

●​ Migration is expected within 1-2 months 
with no service disruption anticipated 

●​ There’s a short term overlap but there 
will be long term savings as a result of 
this migration 

 
Committee Reports or Discussion 

●​ Campus Oral History Caucus invited to 
external roundtable with the Society of 
American Archivists Oral History section 

●​ Publications Committee hosting 
upcoming virtual panel, about 30 
registrants so far 
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●​ Cuba trip has not been canceled but 
promotion is on pause due to current 
events 

 
2026 Annual Meeting update (Mark) 

●​ Program committee actively reviewing 
proposals. 

●​ Additional members added to support 
workload. 

●​ Plenary session planned with University 
of Victoria Climate Disaster Project. 

●​ Sponsorship language updated for 
inclusivity. 

2026 Symposium update (Anna, Francine, Abby) 
●​ Registration open; schedule posted. 
●​ Recordings will remain accessible 

through the end of the year - Members 
will be able to access the recordings on 
the member site on January 1 

●​ Partner members may include multiple 
participants. 

 

 
 
 
 
Send plenary details 
to Hailey for contract 
 
 
 
Draft contract for 
plenary 
 
 
 
 
 
Add website 
language clarifying 
no registration 
deadline, recording 
access timeline 

 
 
 
 
Mark 
 
 
 
 
Hailey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hailey/Steve
n 

Unfinished 
Business 

Check in on Action Items from OHA Midwinter 
Check-in w/Jason Steinhauer/History 
Communicators (Troy & Sielaff) 

●​ Jason willing to talk with council 
informally pro bono, if addressing 
membership would require an 
honorarium 

Four yeses for nominating and and 2 yeses for 
committee on committees 
 
Sister organizations or organizations can still be 
added to community bulletin outreach 
 
Sarah and Stephen working on legacy plan 
giving language 
 
Caucus support session scheduled for June 

 
Update on Council/First VP Slate (Alissa Rae) 

●​ Nominating committee working on at 
least one more name for VP 

 
 
Reach out to Jason 
to give council about 
5-10 minutes in the 
May meeting  
 

 
 
 
Troy 
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Strategic Objective Planning: 2027-2030 
strategies and benchmarks (Sarah and Stephen) 

●​ Plan to review additional strategy areas 
monthly 

●​ Key priorities include diversifying 
revenue streams, expanding fundraising 
efforts, developing recurring and 
alternative giving options 

 
New Business 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2028 OHA Executive Office search (Sarah) 
 

●​ Search committee formed, Todd Moye is 
the chair with members Katherine 
Barbera, Natalie Fousekis, and Kelly 
Elaine Navies 

●​ Can anticipate a call for interest letters 
expected this summer 

●​ Will have an open office hours at the 
conference for those who want to chat 
about it 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Send names for 
nominating or 
committee on 
committees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 

Upcoming 
Meetings 

Strategic objective planning  - developing 
2027-2030 language 
 
May: Field-wide Advocacy 
June: Organizational Excellence 
August: Inclusive Engagement and Participation 
September: Programming 
 

  

 Meeting Adjourned at 3:03 pm.   
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