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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

W

By Troy Reeves

| started this piece on a rainy June
|' morning here in Wisconsin’s capital city.
_|. For the most part, | like the rain. It reminds
'I me of many, many songs from the
soundtrack of my life, like “Fire & Rain,”
“Raindrops Keep Fallin’ on My Head,” “It’s
Rainin’ Men,” etc.

Rain, too, helps things grow. Our
organization doesn’t need rain to grow; it
needs you, our members. Particularly in
the spring (and now early summer), it
needs people willing to run for our four
elected offices (1st VP and Council, as
well as our Nominating and Committee on

Committees)

So, | want to thank the 17 people who agreed to put their name on the ballot. You
will see them and read their bona fides later in this Newsletter. So, thank you for
taking the time to review their submitted material and for voting for those you hope
will continue to help us grow.

Speaking of committees, | want to take this opportunity to thank all those on our
other standing and award committees who volunteered either last year during our
open call or have volunteered or agreed to serve when asked over the past few years.
Too, | want to acknowledge the half dozen or so folks who agreed to join a committee
in the past few months to help stabilize those that have people who, for whatever
reason, now do not have the time to serve. You all, too, help us grow.

When | see and hear the raindrops, | cannot help but think of an evening and early
morning in August 2018 when it started raining here and didn’t stop until 14 inches
of it fell, leaving basements flooded, cars stranded on the river-like roads and
people dead. Too much of anything can be, well, too much. But as an organization,
we know we can never have enough volunteers, because besides our Program
Associate Leslie An, we're all OHA volunteers. So, when you see the call later this
summer for committee members or if you are asked by OHA leadership to fill a
gap, please strongly consider it. In this case, we'd welcome a flood.
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OHA Events Abound!

By Stephen Sloan
One item that we learned from the OHA
member survey last year was the
members’ desire for us to expand the
number of trainings, get-togethers and

general programming that our community

has each year in addition to the annual meeting. In 2025, we've already done so with
online webinars, community gatherings and in-person meet ups, with more
opportunities on the horizon. On June 24, the Oral History and the Law Task Force
hosted the first in a series of workshops on legal and ethical issues in oral history. Oral
History and IRB Review was a great presentation and vibrant community conversation
led by Jay-Marie Bravent and Doug Boyd that highlighted current trends in oral history
research, risks, privacy, hierarchies of legitimacy, ethics reviews as peer reviews, IRB
professionals as resources and partners, and other aspects of regulatory compliance.
This is the first in this series, with the next scheduled in July on legal and ethical issues
related to Indigenous oral history.

To date, we have also hosted two virtual Community Support Space meetings to
provide town hall assemblies for our community to discuss items of common concern. |
encourage you to take advantage of those sessions led by President Troy Reeves and
OHA Council, which will continue throughout the year.

Our virtual symposia programs are now a biennial fixture of the OHA calendar as
Assessing the Role of Race and Power in Oral History Theory and Practice (2022), and
Al in Oral History (2024) will be followed by a symposium on oral history and trauma
coming next summer. Be sure to check out the OHA member site to access any
program that you may have missed.

With just half of 2025 passed, we have already had a spate of OHA-sponsored in-
person meet ups for oral historians including gatherings in New York, Baltimore,
Cleveland, New Orleans and Philadelphia. OHA provides financial assistance to help
you plan and host events that encourage collaboration, knowledge sharing and the
celebration of oral history. Perhaps you will be a facilitator of the next get-together in
your area. We encourage you to propose a meet up in your area for oral historians here.


https://oralhistory.org/oha-meet-ups/

All this new programming has not taken our attention away from planning a great annual
meeting this year in Atlanta for our members from Oct. 15-18. Co-chairs Alissa Rae Funderburk
and Autumn Brown with OHA VP Sarah Milligan have laid out a great program of compelling
sessions, timely plenaries, informative workshops, fun events and interesting tours that will
help us engage the Atlanta landscape. A favorite offering of mine that we have booked is Cliff
Kuhn'’s Atlanta by Bike Tour that will be led by Nedra Deadwyler, a Georgia State University
Master of Heritage Preservation grad, who incorporates Cliff’s research into her public history

work. This year marks the tenth anniversary of Cliff Kuhn's passing, and we will be taking
several opportunities to remember his work and contributions to the OHA while we are in his

beloved city.

Whether you're presenting, learning or simply listening, there is inspiration to be found when
oral historians get together, exploring our approaches and making connections in hallways,
community spaces and online. It's a space to grow your work, meet collaborators and reaffirm
why oral history matters. More info to come on virtual programming and what Atlanta 2025
will offer, but | do hope you will make it a priority to join your colleagues in one - or several -
of these spaces!

Start making your plans for OHA's fall conference in Atlanta
By Autumn Brown, Oklahoma State University
Conference Co-Chair

The 2025 annual Oral History Association conference will take place October 15-18 at Crowne Plaza Atlanta
Midtown in Atlanta, Georgia. While registration is coming soon, for budgeting purposes, here are the hotel
rates and conference registration fees:

e Single room: $152
* Double room: $152
e Triple room: $172
* Quad room: $192

September 24 is the last day to book with the hotel conference rate.

o Registration for Members with Institutional Support: $175 early bird; $200 regular rate.
¢ |Independent Practitioner Members: $145 early bird; $170 regular rate.

» Student, Retired, and Members with Disabilities: $50.

* Non-Member: $250.

¢ Non-Member Student: $125.

e K-12 Educator and Local Community: $25 day rate; $50 full conference.
e K-12 Students: $5.

o Family Members: $35.

We are excited about the opportunity to collaborate with the American Folklore Society's (AFS)
annual conference, also to be held at the Crowne Plaza Atlanta Midtown hotel immediately
following the OHA conference. There will be a $75 day rate for AFS members to join the last
day of OHA’s conference on Saturday, and a $175 rate for AFS members to join OHA for the full



duration of the conference. Likewise, OHA members get special rates to attend the AFS conference: $75
for one day and $235 for multiple days. We are also happy to announce that the popular Block Party will be
returning this year, as well as morning yoga available every morning throughout the conference.

Pre-conference workshops will include:

1. Introduction to Oral History, presented by Adrienne Cain Darough, clinical associate
professor and assistant director of the Institute for Oral History at Baylor University;

2. Oral History and Community Engagement, presented by Daniel Garcia, program manager for public

history and participatory design for the Highlander Research and Education Center in New Market,
Tennessee

3. Apply Neuro-Affirming Practices in Oral History, presented by Casey Davis, founder and co-lead of
the Autistic Voices Oral History Project and adjunct professor at Louisiana State University's School of
Information Studies;

4. All About Recording, presented by Steven Sielaff, senior editor and collections manager at the Baylor
University Institute for Oral History, and Doug Boyd, director of the Louie

B. Nunn Center for Oral History at the University of Kentucky Libraries; and

5. Students Sharing Authority: Oral History in the Classroom, presented by Jennifer Cramer, director of the
T. Harry Williams Center for Oral History at Louisiana State University

This year's keynote speaker is Bettina Love, the William F. Russell Professor at Teachers College, Columbia
University. Love is the author of the bestseller We Want to do More Than Survive winner of the 2020 Society
of Professors of Education Outstanding Book Award. Most recently Love authored the New York Times bestseller
Punished for Dreaming: How School Reform Harms Black Children and How We Heal.

A plenary session on Wednesday will be a film screening of Pulitzer Prize-winning author Douglas A.
Blackmon's documentary, "The Harvest: Integrating Mississippi's Schools." The session will look at the
history of America's education system and its ongoing implications for the nation. Moderated by Charles
Bolton, history professor at the University of North Carolina Greensboro and author of The Hardest Deal of
All: The Battle Over School Integration in Mississippi, 1870-1980, panelists will use Mississippi as a microcosm
of the legal and political issues still affecting the entire nation.

Thursday's plenary is titled, "What does this moment require?: The Relationship of Oral History to
Organizing." The plenary is an invitation and challenge to oral history practitioners to consider oral history
as an organizing tool to challenge authoritarianism. Dominant narratives demand forgetting, and the story of
struggle, particularly of marginalized people, is the first to be memory holed. Panelists will discuss and pose
questions about the role of oral history in building collective power.

New conference features include a Teacher Professional Development, to be hosted Saturday morning by
Local Learning: The National Network for Folk Arts in Education. This professional development will center
teaching with primary sources and will include special guest Stevie (Dr. View) Johnson, a DJ, producer,
educator, and community organizer. Dr. View is the founder and executive producer of Fire in Little Africa, a
multimedia hip hop project that included a hip-hop album signed to Motown Records, an award-winning
documentary, podcast and curriculum inspired by Black Wall Street in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Dr. View is the
2023 Nasir Jones Hip Hop Fellow at Harvard University and assistant professor of creative practice in
popular music in the School of Music at The Ohio State University. Dr. View also produced the album that
supplements the text by Bettina Love, Punished for Dreaming.




Vote for your OHA leaders!

Below are the candidates, in alphabetical order, for election to OHA First Vice President, OHA Council,
Committee on Committees, and Nominating Committee. The deadline to vote is August 16 @ 11:59 pm
CDT. The link to vote is coming soon via email, and it will also be made

available on our social media and site. Stay tuned!
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FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

VOTE FOR ONE

?

Photo by William H. Kelly, Il (JSU Senior Public Relations
Specialist)

Alissa Rae Funderburk

Bio

Alissa Rae Funderburk is the Mellon Foundation Oral
Historian for the Margaret Walker Center at HBCU
Jackson State University. She maintains an oral
history archive that is dedicated to the preservation,
interpretation, and dissemination of African American
history and culture. Previously, she taught an oral
history course for high schoolers at the Roger
Lehecka Double Discovery Center and conducted
freelance interviews for Jersey City. She holds both a
bachelor's degree in anthropology and a master's
degree in oral history from Columbia University. In
graduate school, Alissa Rae served as Deputy Director
of the Columbia Life Histories Project alongside its
co-founder Benji de la Piedra and her thesis on the
religious and spiritual experiences of Black men in
New York City was a continuation of her
undergraduate studies of race, culture, religion, and
the African diaspora, as a John W. Kluge Scholar in
the Columbia College class of 2012.

Recently, Alissa Rae served as a council member for the Oral History Association and is currently co
chair for their 2025 Annual Meeting in Atlanta. She is the creator of the nonprofit,The Black Oral
Historians Network, a virtual meeting ground for Black memory workers and serves as an interviewer



for the NAACP LDF Oral History Project. Her most recent project, Thee Black Pride in JXN, focused on
recording the life histories of Black members of the LGBTQ community in Jackson, MS. In addition, her
latest research centers on narrator compensation, reparations, and the transcription of Black voices. For
more, visit alissaraefunderburk.com.

Statement

I'm honored to be nominated for first Vice President and I'm grateful for another opportunity to
contribute my knowledge and perspective to the OHA. It's been a true pleasure to be part of this open-
minded organization for the entirety of my young career. | eagerly run for this position now because |
value oral history as a way to question not just our narrators but the world we are currently living in as
well. If elected, | plan to continue to support the values of the OHA because my time spent both learning
and questioning OHA best practices has made me not only a better academic but a better person outside
the classroom as well. Previous time on Council contributed to my growing a virtual community steeped in
free speech, deep listening, equity, and belonging, something | hope to perpetuate in my service to OHA.
Thank you for your consideration.

Shanna Farrell

Bio

Shanna Farrell is an oral historian at UC Berkeley's
Oral History Center, where she has worked since
2013. She interviews on myriad topics and specializes
in food and beverage culture, environmental history,
community and identity, and arts and culture. She is
the director of the Oral History Center’s educational
initiatives, including the Advanced Oral History
Summer Institute, and produces the Center's

podcast, The Berkeley Remix. She is currently a member
of OHA's Council (2022 - 2025), serves on the Oral
History Review editorial board (2024 - 2027), co-
chaired the 2020 annual OHA conference, and served
on the 2022 Assessing Race and Power in Oral History
Photo by Sana Javeri Kadri Theory and Practice Symposium committee.

She is the author of two books, A Good Drink: In Search of Sustainable Spirits (Island Press, 2021)
and Bay Area Cocktails: A History of Culture, Community and Craft (Arcadia Publishing, 2017).

Statement

One aspect of oral history | deeply value is the field’s ability to be self-reflexive and think critically about
its approach to the work. When we listen, we grow. When we are thoughtful about best practices, ethics
of care, and equity and access, we can be intentional about how we show up as oral historians and in the
world. As a proud member of OHA since 2012, I've learned a lot from this community. It has been an
honor to serve on Council since 2022. As First VP, | will work hard to continue the organization’s
leadership in the field, consider new perspectives, think critically about how to grow best practices and
ethics of care, listen to membership about their needs and hopes, and provide space for community
building, all of which is important in these divisive, turbulent, and uncertain times. | hope | never stop
learning from this community.


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__alissaraefunderburk.com_&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=wUndzkYQLbvOGEvtytxWviz24rV0MR_lgRRskxdghVE&m=rMu3t5roscEbpP6YGIYwd1S4pCDFHNrHgcgZvjFVuLmnZUgQoofrnmlCQEwNkb4o&s=OqfrfjEC_sn54IVAyl-j_ihKDfIwV5nq2c5aKExKzI4&e=
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OHA COUNCIL

VOTE FOR TWO

Adrienne Cain Darough

Bio

Adrienne A. Cain Darough is a librarian, oral
historian, and certified archivist who currently
serves as a clinical associate professor and the
assistant director of the Institute for Oral
History at Baylor University. In this role, she
supports the Institute by providing training and
workshops to community groups, students,
educators, and researchers who desire to create
an oral history project for their neighborhoods,
classrooms, communities, and research. As
another part of her role, she serves the oral
history profession as the secretary-treasurer for
Photo by Baylor University the Texas Oral History Association.

She has held memberships in the Oral History Association, Texas Library Association, Society of
Southwest Archivists, Society of American Archivists, and the Academy of Certified Archivists.

As an oral historian, she has worked on several projects in the role of trainer, creator, and consultant.
She has presented her work and research on oral history use and methodology at several regional,
national, and international conferences. In addition, she recently contributed two chapters to the co-
authored Oral History at a Distance, written by the staff at the Institute for Oral History.

Statement

Since 2012, I've worked as an oral historian in academic, public library, and community settings. | am
currently the Assistant Director at Baylor University’s Institute for Oral History and secretary-
treasurer of the Texas Oral History Association. | have previously served OHA through roles on the
Diversity Committee, New Professionals Task Force, the Scholarship Committee, and as chair of the
Nominating Committee. In addition, | served as a part of the 2018 Principles and Best Practices
refresh and co-chaired the 2019 Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City. Also, | created some pretty
awesome Prince content for the platform formerly known as Twitter (2017 Minneapolis).

In all seriousness, | deeply value OHA's role in preserving voices and cultivating an inclusive,
supportive community for oral historians of all backgrounds and levels of experience. It would be an
honor to serve on the Council and help sustain, guide, and strengthen OHA’s work for the future




Bio

Fanny Garcia is a Honduran-American oral
historian with a focus on applied oral history—
a framework she established to describe how
oral histories can be used to educate, inform
policy change, and support communities
endangered by violence. Her work examines
immigration justice, detention and
incarceration, family separation, and border
policies. Her work is deeply informed by her
Photo by Nicole Espina experiences as an immigrant and survivor of

trauma and generational poverty. These experiences led to a twenty-year career as a social justice
advocate, working to address the public health and socioeconomic impact of HIV/AIDS in low-
income immigrant communities, fighting to end family detention, and supporting survivors of
sexual violence. She is a graduate of the OHMA at Columbia University. In 2019, the Oral History
Association awarded her the Emerging Crisis Fund Award. In 2022, she was a National
Endowment of the Humanities fellow to work on a project with immigrant families separated at
the U.S./Mexico border. She is currently the Editorial Program Manager at Voice of Witness.

Statement

| am deeply honored by this nomination to serve on the Oral History Association council. As a
Honduran-American oral historian whose work centers immigration justice and community
empowerment, | bring both lived experience and professional expertise that can help guide OHA
through this transformative moment in the United States.

My commitment to oral history extends far beyond academic boundaries. Through my framework
of applied oral history, | have witnessed how storytelling can drive policy ideas, support
vulnerable communities, and challenge systems of oppression. As such, | believe that the most
powerful stories come from those who understand how silence and invisibility shape both
individual lives and entire generations.

The OHA's commitment to expanding membership and deepening solidarity with diverse
communities resonates deeply with my work and values. If elected, | will bring this same
community-centered approach to Council service. | am committed to identifying and supporting
emerging leaders from underrepresented communities, particularly those working outside
traditional academic spaces who are already doing vital oral history work in their neighborhoods,
organizations, and movements.

| will work to ensure that OHA's leadership pipeline reflects this understanding, actively recruiting
candidates who represent the full spectrum of our community's diversity—in race, ethnicity,
gender, sexuality, disability, class background, and professional experience.

The challenges we face require bold, inclusive leadership. | am ready to help OHA embody change
through our actions, our priorities, and our commitment to justice-centered oral history practice.



https://voiceofwitness.org/about/our-community/

Rachel F. Seidman

Bio

Rachel F. Seidman is a curator at the
Smithsonian  American Women's  History
Museum, where she is leading the oral history
project We Do Declare: Women's Voices on
Independence. Previously, Seidman was an
award-winning curator at the Smithsonian's
Anacostia Community Museum. Before coming
to Washington, D.C., Seidman directed the
Southern Oral History Program at the University
of North Carolina Chapel Hill and a 2019
Fulbright Scholar at the University of Turku,
Finland. Her most recent book is Speaking of

Photo by Amy Stern Feminism: Today's Activists on

tthe Past, Present and Future of the U.S. Women's Movement, (UNC press, 2019); she is
currently working on a book about oral history for family historians under contract with Simon
and Schuster. She holds a PhD in history from Yale University, and a BA from Oberlin College.

Statement

| have been involved with OHA for more than a decade, and it quickly felt like my professional
“home.” | have served on the education committee and the nominating committee, and in 2017
co-chaired the program committee for the annual conference in Minneapolis. | was honored to
receive the 2024 Mason Multi-Media award for my exhibition, To Live and Breathe: Women
and Environmental Justice in Washington, D.C. | have benefited tremendously from the
powerful education that OHA national conferences offer practitioners, and from the support,
advice, and friendship extended to me by members. | value and admire the creativity, energy,
and passion that our organization embodies. With my leadership experience in both academic
and museum settings, | believe | bring a useful set of perspectives to the Council. | look forward
to ensuring the organization thrives, so that we can support our members through good times
and challenging ones.

Sarah Dziedzic

Bio

Sarah Dziedzic is an oral historian based in New
York City and the lead organizer of the Oral
History Worker Solidarity Project, which supports
peer advocacy and knowledge-sharing. She has
produced numerous oral history projects in
partnership with museums, archives, school
programs, and community groups on
neighborhood history, visual arts, and cultural
heritage. As a vocal advocate for workers and
economic accessibility, she was invited to serve on
the National Council on Public History's
Empowering the Public History Workplace
Working Group, and received an NEH mini-grant
from the OHA to produce the Oral History
Worker Survey and resulting white paper, which
collected data OHA'’s Independent Practitioner

Photo by Brandon Perdomo


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__womenshistory.si.edu_wedodeclare&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=wUndzkYQLbvOGEvtytxWviz24rV0MR_lgRRskxdghVE&m=tcuV_x7nYnb3aqsCX3sX8CbA9a8w8w6PaU7MGQ_x0kukR62bCM2K79lZ62bPiWW5&s=RFTAVKLJeyO12imvRFYnS6yS_zDa2lW6QexAAESCLOg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__womenshistory.si.edu_wedodeclare&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=wUndzkYQLbvOGEvtytxWviz24rV0MR_lgRRskxdghVE&m=tcuV_x7nYnb3aqsCX3sX8CbA9a8w8w6PaU7MGQ_x0kukR62bCM2K79lZ62bPiWW5&s=RFTAVKLJeyO12imvRFYnS6yS_zDa2lW6QexAAESCLOg&e=

Task Force, co-author of the Independent Practitioner’s Toolkit for Oral Historians, and a
contributor to Archiving Oral History: Manual of Best Practices. She graduated from Columbia
University’s Oral History M.A. program in 2011, and holds it together the best she can as a

chronically ill student loan debtor.

Statement

As an independent professional who frequently works solo, | see the OHA as a practice-based
community that strives to meet the diverse needs of its members. Since becoming a member of
the OHA in 2010, the task forces I've served on, and the respectful and generative
collaborations I've been part of, are among the most valuable learning experiences of my career.
If elected to Council, | would continue to advocate for the needs of oral history workers, and
support connections and initiatives that strengthen the eld as a whole.
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COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES

VOTE FOR UP TO THREE
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Photo by Eric Adams

Carole Renard

Statement

Carole Renard is the Metadata & Accessibility
Manager for the Yiddish Book Center's Wexler
Oral History Project in Amherst, MA. She holds a
BA from Smith College in Anthropology and
Jewish Studies and an MA in Jewish Studies from
UCL . Before holding her current position at the
Center, she managed two grants from the
National Endowment for the Humanities to
enhance the accessibility of the Wexler Oral
History Project’s collection. She has been a
member of OHA since 2018, where she has
served on the Emerging Professionals Committee
and has organized, presented, and chaired 7
sessions Her participation in OHA's community

and annual meetings has deeply informed her work, and she looks forward to the opportunity to further

serve the OHA on the Committee on Committees.




Heather Fox

Statement

Heather Fox is director of the Oral History
Center at the University of Louisville Archives &
Special Collections where she manages the
preservation and access of roughly three
thousand interviews and supports students,
faculty and community members who want to
implement oral history interviewing into their
work. In 2023 she took a sabbatical to start an
oral history project documenting the Pulitzer-
prize winning photography department of the
Louisville Courier-Journal to complement the
donation of their photo morgue to the U of L
Archives & Special Collections in fall of 2022.

She has been a member of OHA since 2016 and served on the article award committee from 2020-
2023. She is running for the Committee on Committees to expand her understanding of the
organization and help where she can.

Patrick Daglaris

Statement

Patrick Daglaris is the archivist and assistant
department head for the Oklahoma Oral History
Research Program at the Oklahoma State
University Library. His service with OHA includes
serving on the 2024 Al in Oral History
Symposium Program Committee, the Archives
Principles and Best Practices Task Force, as well
as participating on various committees including
Publications, Scholarship, and Membership.
Patrick’s research interests include examining
transcript revisions by narrators, the intersection
between oral history and death ritual, and
tornado narratives as expressions of regional
identity. He believes in the importance of
proactive community engagement and
collaboration by archival institutions and
provides workshops, digitization, and project
support to partners and communities across the
state.
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Photo by Nina Thornton, OSU Library




Steve Estes

Statement Steve Estes is a professor of
history at Sonoma State University in
California. He has conducted hundreds of
interviews related to southern history, civil
rights, labor, gender, sexuality, the military,
and sports. Estes has previously served the
OHA on the annual meeting program
committee and several awards committees,
and he welcomes an opportunity to serve on
the Committee of Committees.

Photo by Steve Estes

Janneken Smucker

Statement

As a professor of history at West Chester
University, | have had lots of experience

serving on committees. Too much, perhaps!

Yet community members joining together to
shape policy, organize events, and make
decisions is an integral part of any
organization’s model. | have served on the

Oral History Association’s publishing
committee, membership committee, and ad

hoc Oral History Review Publisher Selection
Committee, in addition to serving for six years
as a co-editor of Oral History Review. As a
regular attendee of OHA's annual meeting since
2015, I've had the privilege of getting to know
fellow members and as a member of the
Committee on Committees | will use this
network of colleagues to help shape committee
membership.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE

VOTE FOR UP TO THREE
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Christy Hyman
Statement

I am Christy Hyman, and | am an Assistant
Professor of History at UNC Charlotte. My
expertise in oral history and cultural preservation
has significantly impacted my work in
documenting personal narratives, especially those
from marginalized communities. | am dedicated to
Ethnohistory, which has not only elevated these
voices but also fostered a greater appreciation for
global cultures. My influential work in this field
earned me a Visiting Professorship at the
University of Warsaw for academic year 2026.

| am actively engaged with vernacular destinies
- and emphasize the transformative power of oral
Photo by Chastity Hyman testimony in my teaching. My book, The Cultural

Heritage Resilience of the Great Dismal Swamp, relies on oral testimony. My commitment to
preserving and promoting cultural heritage is embedded in everything | do. As a member of the
nominating committee, I'd advocate for innovative practices in oral history and work to strengthen
relationships with community stewards.

Jessica Taylor

Statement

I'm Jessica Taylor, an associate professor of
history at Virginia Tech. | work as a collaborator
on a hodgepodge of community projects in the
Southeast, and my current research focuses on
how people respond to environmental and
climate change in the Chesapeake region. | love
connecting my students to this and other projects

Photo by Leslie King from which they learn about oral history, climate
justice, and community organizing firsthand.
Since my early graduate school years, | have found the Oral History Association’s annual meetings
and committee work to be simultaneously comfortable and energizing, allowing me to both speak
up and get consistent mentorship in ways | haven't in other spaces. | would like to reflect that same
encouraging and dependable spirit as a member of the Nominating Committee.




Photo by Wade Moricle

Jonathan Coulis

Statement

My name is Jonathan Coulis, and | currently lead
the oral history program at Emory University. As

4| a modern Latin American historian by training, |

have practiced oral history for a decade and
worked as a professional oral historian (and OHA
member) for seven years. In my role | guide
various projects, teach and support researchers,
and build networks among people who are
invested in storytelling.

| hope to serve on OHA's nominating committee to support the vibrant growth of the association in
ways that represent the diverse oral history community. | will bring a perspective that
acknowledges the strengths and traditions of the OHA, and a curiosity to consider new
opportunities on the horizon and within a chancing social context. | would look forward to
emphasizing network building and deepening relationships across the membership to inform my
responsibilities on the committee, hoping to promote resiliency and representation.

Lisa Brooks

Statement

Lisa Lynn Brooks, PhD (Choctaw Nation citizen)

: works for Montclair State University as a

contracted teaching faculty and Co- Director of
Native American & Indigenous Studies. A
former vice principal with over 20 years of
experience in  public education, she
incorporates topics that span from educational

8 activism to Federal Indian Boarding schools into

her work. Her latest projects employ
ethnographic methods and oral histories to
document the relationship

omelands trip and the Dominican Sisters of

Hope. Lisa’s other projects include developing curricula that highlights Lenape communities for

the Montclair Art Museum and collecting oral histories for the Catholic Indian School Project in

Oklahoma.

Between work deadlines, Lisa enjoys time in her garden growing traditional foods and training

her mischievous dog, Ellie.




Photo by John Byrne

Leslie McCartney

Statement

Hello, | am Leslie McCartney, Professor and
Curator of Oral History at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks. | have been involved in oral
history since the late 1990s and had many
roles in oral history projects in England,
Ireland, northern Canada and Alaska. | am a
long-standing member, committee member
and conference presenter at OHA, the
International Oral History Association (IOHA)
and the Oral History Society. | am currently
the co-vice President of IOHA. | have also
attended the Oral History Network of the
European Social Sciences History Conference
for many years. This has given me the
opportunity to learn about other oral
historians around the world and their work.
This would be of benefit to the Nominating
Committee. Thank you for your consideration.
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Rachel Mears

Statement

As the Head of the Library of Congress
Veterans History Project’s Collections Section
since 2009, | have seen the important role oral
history has in amplifying the experiences of
different communities. A member of OHA
since 2010 and having served on the Principles
and Best Practices Task Force, Membership
Committee, and the OHA 2024 Conference
Committee | am motivated and inspired by
OHA'’s commitment to both social justice in the
field and engaging in hard conversations to
ensure inclusivity. | am drawn to serve on the
Nominating Committee to further these efforts
by working with colleagues in identifying
members who can help with the critical work
that drives OHA.




Remembering Alice Hoffman

ByDonaldA. RitchieandLindaShopes
OHA Past Presidents
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Alice M. Hoffman, the first woman to serve as president of the Oral History Association, died
in Tucson, Arizona, on Dec. 26, 2024, at age 95.

As a Quaker, Alice attended Earlham College, earned a master’s degree in history from Penn
State University and a doctorate in education at Temple University. From 1966 to 1986, while
working in the Pennsylvania State University Department of Labor Studies, she collected tape
recorded recollections of members of the United Steelworkers of America for the Penn State
archives. At Penn State, she also taught courses in labor history and industrial and labor
relations and directed workers’ education programs. She later taught at Bryn Mawr College in
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. Alice’s long membership in OHA extended from the second
national colloquium (as meetings were then called) in 1967 to the association’s 50th anniversary
celebration in 2016. She was elected president in 1975 and the next year presided over the
annual meeting at Chateau Montebello, Quebec-the first held outside the United States.

She served on the editorial board of the Oral History Review and was active in Oral History in
the Mid-Atlantic Region (OHMAR), which in 1985 presented her the Forrest Pogue Award for
significant contributions to oral history. An advocate of setting standards for oral history
projects while at the same time maintaining a flexible and innovative approach, she participated
in the Wingspread Conference of 1978 that drafted the first oral history evaluation guidelines.

In one of the first studies of long-term memory, Alice interviewed her husband, Howard
Hoffman, concerning his memories of service in World War Il. Combining his expertise in
psychology and hers in oral history, they found that his memories of personal experiences
remained largely unchanged, while those of indirect experiences and information gathered from
others grew less distinct over time. “Archival memory,” as they called it, remained
“extraordinarily resistant to change.” She and Howard published their findings in Archives of
Memory: A Soldier Recalls World War Il (University of Kentucky Press, 1990). They also edited
The Cruikshank Chronicles: Anecdotes, Stories and Memoirs of a New Deal Liberal (Archon

Books, 1989) based on interviews with her father.




What would you like to see in the next OHA

Newsletter?

OHA Newsletters are sent out five times per year. Have a
suggestion for content for the newsletter? Email Mary Kay
Quinlan at ohaeditor@gmail.com.

Interested in Advertising with the OHA?

Advertising space is available in 2025 OHA News Blasts and Newsletters. Reach out to
oha@oralhistory.org for more information.
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PARTNER MEMBERS

Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training

Audio Transcription Center

Baylor University Institute for Oral History

Canadian Museum of Immigration

Center for Oral History and Cultural Heritage -
USM

Center for the Study of Southern Culture U of MS

Center for Oral History and Master of Arts
Program at Columbia University

Chicago Dance History Project

Duquesne University History Department

Eastern Michigan University Archives

Getting Word African American Oral History
Project at Monticello

HBCU Radio Preservation Project| WYSO

Historic New Orleans Collection

IEEE History Center

Institute of Oral History - University of Texas
at El Paso

Margaret Walker Center/Jackson State
University

o

Minnesota Historical Society Oral History
Program

Museum of Civilian Voices - Rinat Akhmetov
Foundation

National Cultural Foundation (Barbados)

National Public Housing Museum

North Carolina State University-Public History

Oklahoma Musicians

Oral History Center, The Bancroft Library,
University of California

The Oklahoma Oral History Research Program

The Orange County Regional History Center

Sam Johnson Vietnam Archive - Texas Tech
University

TheirStory

University of Puerto Rico at Mayagiiez

University of Wisconsin-Madison Oral History
Program

UNT Oral History Program

Utah Historical Society

Virginia Tech Newman Library

Wisconsin Veterans Museum
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