ORAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION

OHA SPONSORS
REGIONAL WORKSHOPS

In aceordance with o resolution ap-
provenl al Jast veare's coltogquinm, OHA iy
now sponsaring regional workshops,
through which buowledeeable prac-
licioners of oral Bisiory can be presentod
to a greater number of ficld workers. The
first workshop ook place at California
State Hidversitv, Fulteeton, Jannane 3 and
4. The second. centered in the Mississippi
Vatley. was held at Mueray State Univer-
sity in Kentuecky, Mav 2 and 3,

Coordinated by Limes Wl Timmack, e,
direc or of the Forrest G, Pogue Oral His-
tory Institute al Murray State. the work-
shop was kevnoted by Charles Crawlord
ol Memphis States O1A past president,
and Waddy Moore of e State College of
Arkansas. OHA council membor, Al
thongh hastilv convened amd aafortu-
nately (il inevitalidvt stotted Tor the some
weekeinl as the Kenluchy Dby, the
workshop nevertheless attracted over 100
participants (more than double the initial
projections) from cight states, thanks in
part to an ellective publicite and mailowt
campaign,

o his report (o the president of OFLA,
Hammack cited these initial goals for (he
weekend: (1) o provide a foram for an
exchange of ideas belween poersons ac-
tively involved in established oral history
programs: {2) to provide knowledeeable
instruction in urol history methods and
techniques for persens who are planning
or have recenthy beceme engaged inin-
stitutional prosroms or in tndividual oral
history research projects; (31 to promote
aninternstin orel history research among
reprosentalives of instilutions, groups,
and organizations other than cotleges and
universitios.

The first div of the worlshop olifered
more zenera!l perspectives on e nses,
problems, and promises of oral history,
with particutar emphasis oo institutions |
applications. sneh us Hhose in Hbrarics.
secondary schools, and universitios, Tiwe
secomd day offercd o more techimienl focuy
with suvcessive sassions on preparition
and conduct of e interview, oflice pro-
cadures and east considerations, and
prepation aed sianiloance of e trmns-
cript Himmack noted thal the fiest day's

Contnued on page 2
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Present at the historic gathering were (from the {eft) the late critic Jules Langsner and painters Karl
Benjamm. John McLaughiin, Fred Hammersiey, and Feiteison. The four are candidates for a UCLA

project on the Las Angeles art commuriily,

NEH AWARDS GRANT

UCLA TO INTERVIEW ARTISTS

About a decade ago. @ Jocal painter-
constructionist wheeled a 1938 Dodge
into the Los Angefos County Museum of
Art and pit our sleepy little backwater
towie on the iodernationad culture map,
Until thea—mistakenly —las  Angeles
stitl bore the stigma of Holivwood; Walt
Pisney seemed the pinnacle, the Duce of
legions of drawing-board craflsmen.

Ironically, it was the bowdlerizing sen-
sitivity elo handful of county supervisors
Hiat transformed the jmage: they peered
al the intertwined couple inside Ed
Kienhols work, turned palette shades of
recd and declared it obscene. OfF course. it
wast'lh it wos revelutionary, and it im-
mediately served notice that a vital and
vibrant @roup ol artists were experiment-
ing with new modes of expression and
fori,

Taday, the city is secure in ils renown.
Thougls sol vet rival to New York's broad
canvas of schools and movemeats, it has
establehod s own ddentity, s own
perspective. That identity will be ex-
plored by UCEAs Oral History Program
throueh o grant from the Natiomal Ea-

dowment for the Humanities. The Pro-
gram will spend some sixteen months—
and more than $50.000—in the inter-
viewing. transcribing, editing, and final
preparation of manuscripts in bound vol.
umes. An hour-long video tape will be
produced in the course of each interview.

Inall. the grant tolals $67.901, of which
$50.997 will be provided by the Endow-
ment and the rest. as onst sharing, by
UCLA.

“Los Angeles Art Communitv: Group
Portrait.” as the project has been titled,
originated with conversations between
Bernard Galm. director of the Oral History
Program (who will be project coor-
dinator), and Blake Nevius, chairman of
the Prograim's Facully Advisory Commil-
tee and a contemparary art enthusiast.
Gerald Nerdland, directar of the UCLA
Galleries and veteran critic of the local art
scene. was qguickly contacled. and he
agroed to serve as co-project director,
along with Page Ackerman, UCLA uni-
versity librarian.

Continued on page 8
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Waddy Moore addicssos a session of the Mississippi Vailey Oral History VWarkshop h

OHA and Murray State, the gathering was the second in OHA'S series of regional workshops.

REGIONAL WORKSHOPS

Continued from page 1

sessions ware more widely attonded than
these the following dav,

By alt indications, the workshoep wos o
substantial suceess. Hammack concluded
that regional workshops of the tvpe held
at Murray State “can serve at least hwo
important purposes: (1) they can be hene-

fictal to o wide range of people who are
interestod inooral history, but who will
probably never attend o national col-
logquivm: (2) they can be expected to pro-
maote the growth of oral hislory rescarch
activitivs in the region,”

He did, however, recommend that fu-
ture warkshops be scheduled at least a
vear in advanee tooaltord a saner, more
delibierate sice Tor preparation and pub-

eld May 2-3 at Murray State University, Kenl

— =

ucky. Cosponsored by

licity. He further suggesied that OHA es-
lablish an onpoing coordinating commit-
tee to assist in the instigation and nurture
of Tuture workshops, pasticularly in an
advisory capacitv,

Hammack's memorandum to the presi-
dent of OliA is on file at the execulive
office. and will affer helpful insighls into
myriad details when future regional con-
fercaces are planned.

NEWS

BOWKER DIRECTORY
AVAILABLE AT DISCOUNT

Oral History Collections, the maost
complete Hsting of tapes and ranseripis
vet compiled. has bean published by #.R.
Bowkerand is available lo ONA members
ata discounted price 0 $25.00. 00 15 pur-
cent below list price ($29.50). The hook
details information on oral history pro-
grams as well as ancilliy naterial such
as taped discussioos aiad leciures,

Lditors Alan M Meckler and Ruth
Medtullin have identified 329 conters in
the United States and 61 foreign oral his-
tory programs in lhe volume, complote
with such information as address and
telephone. name of director, tapes, tran-
scriptions, accessibility, and spaecializa-
lions,

In addition, a name and subject index
has been drawn from cach centers liold-
ings. identifving the person or subject
with details as to thie origin of the coller-
tion within which it appeirs.

The publication was undertaken with
the cooperation of UIA. which urged

Oral History Associution
Nowslofer
Pubtished quarteriy by the Ol
Fhstary Assiunaban, inc o aonpro-
fet, internanioaal oocamivalion of in
stitutions andd indeenbuals anaterest.
e advaneing the practioe gt
st of ool hastors
el nd Orthine

B Ponwell babnary, Dnaversty ol
Cabitornia fox Andele40n Hiteard
Avenne, b Anueedes, Calitinia
Nz

Bernend i Feditoe
Joil Clardene, Lo ot Feirior

members to complete and return detailed
questionnaires that were sent to more
than 5,000 instilutions. According to the
vditors, “The difficulties inherent in col-

lecting data for the first edition of a refer-

ence book required our emploving a
culolf date of Jeauary 1974 for aceepting
infornsation. Congequoently, certain intes-
views and reecently established oral his-
tory cenlers bave not been included in
this first cdition. They will certainly be
mctuded i the next edition.”

To receive the OHA discount, send or-
ders or Ronald T Marcello, Executive
Secretary, OHLA, North Texas State Uni-
versity, 1IN0, Box 13734, NTSU Station,
Denton, Texas 76203, Orders will be
checked against the OHA membership
list before sending themn to the publisher
tor shipping and billing,

Anexamination of Oral History Collec-
Hons in terms of its value as a reference
work appears on poge 9.

FUNDS EXTEND
APPALACHIA PROJECT

Alice Lioyd Colloge of Pippa Passes,
Kentuckse, has received $20.000 from the
Steele-Reese Foundation of New York to
huelp Baaace activities of the Appatachion
Oral Histoey Project. & joint venture
amung Alice Lloyd. Lees Junior Gollege,
Appalachian State University, and Emory
andd Henry College,

The gront funded ten-week summer
programs for the four schools, enabling
about ten students from cach to interview
Cresident hislorions —resource persons
af b ages, Now in its fourth vear of op-
eration, the Appalachian QOral History
Project has collected more than 2,000
intorviows,

TEAM TEACHES
SUMMER COURSES

Charles Morrissey of the Vermont His-
terical Seciety and Amelia Fry of the Earl
Wiarren Gral History Project at UC. Derke-
ley, served as instructors at the Oral His-
tory Institute of the University of Ver.
mont, June 16-27, The duo also taught a
class on oral history as part of the-28th
Annual Seminars on American Culture.
sponsored by the New York State Histor-
ical Asseciation, at Cooperstown, New
York.

The Vermont institute offered a
thorough background in the method.
from initial questions of whom to inter-
view and what to ask to final legal agree-
ments on the use of tapes and transcripts.
Each student did an interview which was
critiqued by fellow participants. Foxfire
use of oral history was discussed by Amy
Davis, an eighth-grade teacher in
Montipelier. Among three of her students
demonstrating tapes and slides was
Michael C. Morrissev. son of the oral his-
torian.

Next vear's program will beextended to
three weeks to aliow more interview time
outside the clussroom and to permit at-
tendance at the Montreal Qlvmgpic
Games. For information. write john R
Bushey, Office of Continuing Educatinn,
Grasse Mount, Burlington. Vermont
05401,

Students at Cooperstown came from all
parts of the country. including California.
Lowisiana. Georgia, and Indiana. Many
were teachors and librarfans with an
interest in community history, A concern
with cthnic history was also evident, ac-
cording to Mr, Morrissey.

Copyright 1975 by the Oral {listory Association, Incorporated
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GULLAH FLAVORS ISI.AND HISTORY

by Nick Lindsay

The Edisto River Hows into the Atlantic

about forty miles sonth of Charlestan,
South Carolina. Edisto Islind measures
about cight miles v twelve and isone ol o
three-island gvowp which fors the delta
at the mouth of that river. The gross cen-
sus figures Tor the island have not
changed sinee 1775 2,050 black, 230
white. The connnunity is nnique in lan-
guaga, social arganization, and the par-
disal myth which cives vitality to these
struclures,

The bluck peaple were speaking deep
GuHah until the advent of TV jn the
19505, Guilalr is a dinlect of Amoerican
which includas svnlux, pronuncialion
and vocabutary from sone twenty Wesl
African tribal lsngnoges. Anthropologist
Genrge Talbat savs, “Guollah speech rep-
resents the most exolic black lanpuage
spoken in Amecics” On Fidisto an anto
mechanic is still o “bheal-on-iron™: a
daughter is still o “woman-ehild™; T
nob even inlerested in knowing faboal
thatV isstillTain tfa Krow Inbout Hist),”
In "Pwd and Mende the word 107 muesims
“have intention 16,

The aristocralic. African conrnnunily
structures depend on the vitality of the
paradisal myth, Myth is condensed his-
tory, and this paradise has been experi-
enced by Jiving people as well as by old
people whom they knew as children. 1 s
not a never-never Lind of pie in the sky,
Accurale reteling has kept alive both the
fact that it did happen and the practical

possibility of its recurrence. Floments of

this paradise, besides its histarical con-
croteness, inchide the time of peacelut
Hving, the e ol no moenev. the e
when the churely of rejoicing dance and
evening song governs the people and they
Fve with agoodieport. te time when the
anisters of society helonged to the people
rather than the peopie being cattle which
belonged o the master, I nay perhaps be
swnmed upoin the phrase “time when
pence been declare,” which is techniea
about 1865 until 18485, alter the war and
before the advent of segreoation and in-
timidation.

This Kind of time has beow a transient
vet recurring reality from gt least 1820
until the present. Naoy famities have
been here for five or more generations,
can traee their origins hack to Alrican
sources, and have kepl extensive track of
the intervening veors, The validity of the
Afrivcan connecton was maintained more
casilvainee peopleweroareiving from Al
rici even during the H30s, Thore is 4
substiontind bhody of community oral his-

Lory which corrects amd sustains the indi-
vidoal telter of history, Tle is not isolated,
as is often the case with a4 maiden aunt
wheskeops up with the kit in many Amer-
icsn Lonilies.

Hut in recent vears, since the rising
peneralion has heen going to the northern
citios 1o work, the teaasmilting of this
body ol oral history is endangered, The
voung men and women go north to
Plhiladelplita, Washineion, DO oF New
York to live theiractive years ina rational.
individualist. urban enviromment, The
traditienal Atvican-Christian reality of
Hebisto is of littdde use to them there: in-
decd, it could prove a danger and make
them more valnerable (o conunercial
exploitation. 1L is not unwise in them to
forget it But at the same time, the older
prople of the istand feel an urgency to
bind someone 1o whom to bequeath the
storv of the old davs and the old wavs,
whicl, as they say, were better than the
davs and wavs we see now,

AN ORAL HISTORY OF EDISTO ISLAND

Suin Guulsclon Tolls tha Story

Since 1960 have been working at writ-
ingthis story down. My intent is to reeord
in clear American the story my older
neighhors el me. | try to gather it from
vnoueh people to establish the effective
version in the mainstream of island oral
histore, | keep the secount ol cach persan
separitely, incarder thal it may bear the
stamp ol his personality, for cach person
will recognize a different face of the truth,
The fieststep is 1o prepare o verbatim rec-
cred oball the diddogs hetween mysell and
the historian: the second is to lranslate the

dialog into a single. connected account i9
standiard  Americon in my neighbor's
voice: the third is to group the seattere 7
account of cach narrative area undermai
headinugs —for instance, The Boil
Weevil.” “Reconstruction.” “The Storin
ef 18937 Finally I check out the linishe
account with the person who iold il

Sam Gadsden is the oldest histarian !
have worked with so far. He was born i
1882, and many of the events he speaks of
occurred between 1770 and 1830, \Wo
have reached the printing stage with his
chapler of The Oral History of Edisto I«
fund. s entitled Sam Gudsden Tells 1k
Storv. [A review of Sam Gadsden Tells
the Storyv appears on page 6.—Ed .}

llems of interest from this history: i
least one imporlant black family on th-
island paid its own way from Nigeria t
the Land of Opportunity and were anl+
enslaved by an act of Dutch piracy afte;
they arrived. A daughiter of this famil,
lane, was queen and ruled over one corner
of the island with 2 merciful and effective
lw —though she was a slave Lo the end of
her days. At least one community of som-
twenly lamilies. though nominaliv unde-
slavery, lived as free people and main.
tained a way of life which incorporatedd
the best of both the African and the Chris-
tian way,

SOCIETY INTERVIEWS
EARLY GERONTOLOGISTS

The Gerontolagical Seciety. involved
inrescarchonaging. is currentlv active ir
collecting oral histories of the leaders ir
the field of gerontology. Early leaders ir
the field. representing disciplines rang-
ing from cell hiolngy to the psychology of
human development, are being asked (¢
record recotlections of their motivations
insights, and contributions to the origins
of the fietd of gerontology.

Ruth Hersh, Columbia University, will
be conducting the interviews, The project
is headed by Ravmond Harris. MD.
chairman of the Historv and Archives
Commitlee of the Gerontalogical Sociely.

TRANSCRIPTS DOCUMENT
ART PRESERVATION

The assumptions of twentieth-century
historic preservation in the Unitled States
are analvzed in forty-nine transcripts of
tape-recorded interviews with prominent
preservationists now in the Archives of
American Art. Boston. The tapes were
made by Charles Hosmor between 1969
anc 1974, The transcripts can be read at
the Archives’ offices with written permis-
ston of the persons interviewed or their
heirs.

A series of interviews with Bartlelt
Haves, teacher and director of the Addi-
son Gollery of American Art, is alse avail-
ablethrough the Archives. along with his
persoal records,



BOOKS IN REVIEW

Oral History Collections

Compiled and edited by Alon ML NMeckler and Rath MeMallin,
New York: 120 R Bowker Co 1975, 344 pp. tandbound 329,50,

Reviewed by Richard Zumwinkie

The amphasis in this reseavch guide. as compared with Cary
Lo Shumwav's Chal Histare o e United Stedes: A Divectaory
(Oral Historyv Association, 1971], lHes in ils greatly enlarged
index to interviowess and interview topies. Like other pub-
lished guides to archives, manuscripts, diories, and subject cot-
lections, the valume will serve o wide clientele of Tibearians,
higgraphers. historians, aiod other researchors as o aid in fned-
IR Primary sources,

About 325 VLS. cenlurs, as well as 30 Tor Canada, 24 for the
Prodted Kingdone and one Tor Belandand Bsract ore stedin the
directory, which provides for each the address, director, dade of
lounding, mnpber ol tnterviews, aceessibility, purpose of pro-
gram. publications, an:d descriptions of major cotlections. Some
conters list the sime dataas that provided in the canclier Q1A
Dircctore, ot Tuller infosmation has been supplicd for pany
othars. Under the eading " Accessibility,” more explicit details
areusually oiven on the existence of catalogs or indexes, restric-
tioas onuse, andavailability on interlibrary loan. Relativeldy fow
centers provide lists of “Najor collections,” some described in
areat detail and some identiied by title onlyvs the jength of
imstitutional entvies s virles widelys Although the Qral Flis-
tory Cotection at Columbia University is the oldest, irgest. and
maost prestigions in the nation 3 does seem disproportionate for
Hio ovcupy sixteen columps when the average institulion takes
up one-third o one-tonrth ol ool

The major portion of the hook (277 pages) is the Name and
Subject bndexs The Bdeal antey Tor an ioterviewee provides full
name, datos, hriel personal ddentilication. topic of interview,
project nomee date ol interview dengthin hours or pages, formal,
condilions ol acoess availability on interiibrary loasn. additional
tncations, and name of center, Unlortunateby, sucl Tull entries
arcdiz incthy eares the e may be fess than fudl (A Nathan, Dr,
Smithh the birthdate s usually missing, and most persons lack a
descriptive identilication; many entrics consist onlv of the in-
cerviewee's mame and the name of the cenler,

Interfilod with inlerviewees are subjects, Uwe topies of inter-
views, winch may e personal names, places, instititions, angd
moreabsiract subjoch terms. A gain, some names are incomplele:
there arel for example. surname-only euteies tor leaza, Rulto,
and Valdivieso, each identified as “Latin anthor” when
Chatin-American aunthor™ presumably is intended. subject
terms can prosent ditficulties: Howard Universite's collection
on Black Alrican tribal customs is iadexed under " Adrica,
south’™ and “Blacks Tn Africn) which are somewhal mislead-
ing. and e subjeet of Tadee John 10 Adso’s inlerview, listoed
under “lapan,” probabiv shoobd he “lapanese in the 1787 An
intriguing entey i Oral Histore” which suggests that Fisk
Uintversity has an orad histore project on orad Bistory itsell

Almost all of the shortcominus and imbalances, whether in
nome. subjest, o center entries, derive frone the compilers’
necessary relionce on dida supplied by the centers, which them-
sehves vary widaly insize. purpose, and attitudes towiard public
acress. Promised future editions of Greal Frstore Collections
could substantin!lv seduce the ireegulorities, insolliciencines,
aned erroes throueh e exercise of closer edieciad control and
tere oxact specificoations fer the reports from centers. A firn
revitirement forminimu stadavds in the reporting of subimit-
tedd entries should be onforced: substandard enlries shoold Do
dntered from the nest edition, 0 osapplied Tater iaocceptable

forme they can be published. together wilth new projects, in
stubsequent volumes, The pattern of publication might be in
compirte new editions every fow veaes, with earlier volumes
supersadad, as in Lee Ash's Subject Collections, orina serios of
morse frequent supplements with o comulating index, similas lo
the Nationol Union Catelog of Monuseript Collections.

Richard Zumwinkle is a membear of the
Reference Depariment and direslor of
publications of the UCLA Library.

Ghosts along the Cumberland:
Deathlore in the Kentucky Hilis

by William Lyvnwood Mentell. Knoxville: University of
Tennessee Press, 1975, 240 pp. Hardbound $0.05,

Reviewed by Joan Perkal

It is rare when o reader is given the opportunity o gain an
insightinto the fabric of the tapastry of American folklore which
is both documented and scholarlv, vet still can be appreciated
by those who under different circumstances would prefer Jearn-
ing by listening 1o the tales told eround the local campfire.

Ghosttales and legends, Tolk helief connected with the dead.
and other death tore have been haonded down from generation ta
getneration, from village wise man to mystified istenerand from
any other person of an age sufficient to enchant the voung
and/or ignorant with the mvstique surrounding these bheliels.

The job of coflecting the broad specturm of these tales and
superstitions has beew monumental, and Mrofessoe Montell has
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Harley L. Gilmore, owner of the haunted Hiestand graveyard near
Campbellsville, recounts one of the ghosttales associated with this former
burial ground.



lisplaved anmmazing degrec of S notondy in his coverage of
frene areas Dt io the actead method By which he has mised the
ol ol e awriter with e daties of the scholar, T this pocaemt
vork, e has set dorth eardvein o verbatim oareation - the
vords, idioms and dindor consisling of 489 transeriptions. Te
s heed the indormant recite in his own way, wilth Tos own
caphasis, Ure Beliets T fobdssndswhat ds oo Daportant, the
naaner by swhich Be dearoed them and e stgnificanee e ot
achod to thene Hois anoontponriog in aclual recordation of a
opic wiich s beens for generations, a comnon bond ol fear
i apprehension among men,

This work ddeals with that arca of southeentral Kentiacky
cnenen as the Eastesn Pennvrovad or “Penmyrile, whiche Trom
e historical vintage point, is extroordinarily alandant with
s pacticular Kind of feaesdband Gelied The ableged reappear-
ee clone’s dead ancestors, the fears conmected therewith, and
b anxictios amd apprehensions otlached Lo these oceureences
i nowhere it o conntry mone vividiv apparont than in the
el foothitis 1 is fronn this location Dl Professor Montell
allecton] for us these heliets, death tokens and memorats e has
meticuloushy annotoled sach exatple with motil-and-tale tvpe
Classifications, inchudiee as well o glossary aned selective bih-
Hographv, A groun of stunning pholegraphs By Mike Morse
depicts the hinnting atmosphierc ol the Penpvrile reglon, giving
rise to the thought that in spite of twenticth-century urbaniza-
o and techuolooy, Wines can <t o bump in te oight!

His appropriate Ut this work was produced by a leading Telk
oral Wistorinn whose own personad backaround and fecitaee s
that of a native Kentockian, T setting forth the Pennyribe heliels
of past generations, Piofessor Monted s book canwell be vicwed
as a standard of excelence: a divect articulate and eatologed
approach for future sty and fmplementation o the Fields of
folklore and oral history.

Joan Puorkal is on the stalf
of the Journal of Western Folklore.
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Marvin Moody and Clune Badey propare a grave at Suiphur Lick. The
arave often represenis the begmnaing for supernatural appearances.
Shotagraphs hy Mhike Maorso

All God's Dangers: The Life of Nate Shaw

by Theodore Rosengarten. New York: Alfred A, Knopf. 1975,
561 pp. Hardbhound $12.50.

Reviewed by Lawrence B. de Graaf

A major contribution of oral history has been preserving the
experiences of groups who have left few written records. Gener-
ally this requires interviewing many different persons. Occa-
sionally an oral historian has the fortune to find a single indi-
vidhisnl whose Bile is o microcosm of the history of a group.
Theodore Rusengarten made such a discovery in the person of
an pighilv-five-vear-old black sharecropper whowm he cails Nale
Sl With almost ne editorial conument, Rosengarten lets this
“family storv-teller take the reader from childhood through his
strugules as a cotton farmer, his efforls to unionize sharecrop-
pers, his imprisonment, o his later vears as a “mule driver g
traclor world” In the process, one obtains a vivid picture of the
lite-stvie, condition, and frustrations of millians of blacks living
in the rural South from the turn of the century te the 1960s.

Like niost lengthy oral interviews, Lhis work combines sec-
tions of brillinnt commentary with fong., sometimes repetitious
recounting of trivial events. But through much of the book the
brillian! commentary stunds oul. One sees the hopeless plight of
most sharecroppers teiling only to find they “aint done nothin
except givin the olher fellow vour labor” Blacks like Shaw
mighi strive Tor advancement only to lose everything to white
“ruling” that were tantamount to robbery, One feels the added
fruslration of living in a system in which he didn't have “no
voiee in nothin that the white man didn’t want me to have”

Particularty interesting are the varied reactions of Shaw o
this system. On oue hand heexpresses great pridein himsellas a
worker, a censtant striving Lo be independent. and a resentment
against conditions that will fead him into the Sharecropper’s
Uinton. Yot he also expresses a resignation to white domination
which turns riminte a submissive prisoneras a tmeans of regain-
ing frecdom and finatly finds expression in the faith that Gad is
the ultimate dispenser of justice. Collcetively these impressions
should be especially useful in offsetting stercotvpes of black
attitudes and actions, Shaw's bitterness toward some whites
seldom comes across as a biatant hatred of all whites. He
criticizes his father for his slave mentality of “iake what come
and live for tndav.” vet his own alternative is not black power
but a ricorous work ethic. Atthe end of the book is an excellent
indes which siiould enhance its nsability as a source on Southe
crn black history,

But shonld Nate Shiw be aceepted as a valid source? This
reviewer's suspicions were raised when comparing Shaw's rec-
oltections of the Sharecropper's Union “riot” of December 1952
with accounts from published sources. Many of Nate Shaw's
puculiar rails~—owaing lond, cittie, and an atomobile —and
most of his actions in this affair are strikingly similar to those of
CLfF James, the black who according to wrilten sources actually
ted the sharecroppers in 1032, Rut there are also significant
discropancies. not the least of which is that written accounts
state that James died in 1932, while Shaw is recounting what
scem Lo be his exploils noarly 40 vears later. One can dismiss
these discrepancies by noting that most of Shaw’s general im-
pressions agree with written sources and thal his account is a
work of art. Tut. in admitting that oral narratives which are vivid
literary portraits are not necessarily reliable sources on specific
gvents, are we conceding serious limiations on oral history?

This need not be the case. cither with Nate Shaw or with
similar works, [ cannot say if Rosengarten checked the tes-
timony from the tirst series of tapes with written sources and

Coniinued on pago 6



" MORE BOOKS IN REVIEW

sought to clarily these discrepancies in his second sories. Te
certainly could hiave done more extenstve editorial comment to
make critical chservations abouat the Hleral validity of this oral
document tha! historians bave long made on writlen seurcaes.
Hisolready line ook ond aral Bistory o genceat, would boe stil
richer for these citorts,

Lawrence B de Graaf is
professor of history at
Cafilornia State Universily, Fullerton.

An QOral History of Edisto Island,
Sam Gadsden Tells the Story

Ldited by Nick Lindsay. Goshen, Indimae
Pinch Peony Press. 734 ppe Softcover $1.60.

Reviewed by Lawrence Woeschier

Sam Gadsden. o spry ninetv-vear ofd black raconteur from the
Carolina Istands.is a richby ovoctive storviellern and in the first
offering of the Edisto Iskind Oral History Progrim hic spreads a
generous feasl But the monograph Sem Gadsden Telis the Story
is a curious and quirky work, and unfertunately, in some wavs,
the feast is o hungry one. The problem. | think, is shared in
common with all oral history projects which attempt to traffic
along the precariows inlerface of diateots.

Nick Lindsay, the editor of the present work, has opted fora
decoptively simple solution in renderiog Sam Gadsden's " deep
Gullah™ dialect in “standard American” transhihion. To bo sure,
he laments the loss of the vitality of the original: but so much of
the dialect invelves differences of intonation and inflection
rather than graommar and vocabulary that he apparentiy feels the
transcription from oral to wrilten is omy slighUy aggravated bya
further translation from Gullaly to American, He apparently
hopes to gain in clarity what he has sacrificed instriet fidelity

And bndeed, in certain wavs, the transtition does render the
stories more approachabli: but in olhers, it emasculades them,
Sam Gardsden himself, in his Americanized version, says.

I vou get the full Gallah, it's o song tan-

susae, That's the deep Gullah, I's a0 sony

languaze and nota deaf longuage like M-

glish. The speaker of a song languace

doesn’t anean exactly just the words

alone, but when he his spoken them, he

reatlv coufdn’l have said it better, I voun

cateh the song, vou can el exactly what

he means.
How does oue translate a song language, especially when so
much of the distincliveness is o guestion of inlaonation and
inflection? U is o difficult probiem, bt it cannot simply be
evaded through direct American translabion. A the core ol the
cititural identity of the inlabitants ol Edisto Isband appears to be
this Gullah dinfect It s the dialeot which animates the stories: to
retell them in “deat™ English is to bleed them of theie veey life
torce. Nor is our interest merely academicaliv finguistic. Our
interest is not in the Gullaly tonguee as such but in the stories it
makes possiblee (Anvaav, as Walker Peroy has recently re-
minded us, “Langoage is muoch too important to be fefl to the
Hoguisticians. 4 Therefore, preservalion of the Goltab voice be-
comes doublv fisportont

To b sure, fheve are o easy selutions, My point is just thal
simple Iranstotion Os perbaps not the best iong the possible,
Preferable. for tastance, might be the Gallah faced on the oppo-
siler page with te Ameriean translation, O bettee yel,on intro-

G

ductory essay on the major foatures of Gullah along with .
peneral summary of the stories might prove all that is necessarv
o prepare us for an otherwise unmediated confrontation wi'h
the pure Gullah; footnotes could kelp us negotiate the trickics!
passaces, suspoect that we would gradually get the hang of ©
and what we would learn intuitively through the effort would b
as valuable as what we would learn directly from the storios
themselves. The problem of intonation remains a thicket, b
alsu could provide an occasion for crealive experimentatic n
with such representative devices as Rtalics, capitalization, elr

Capturing the voice on paper—ILhis remains the most ¢l b
lenging and fugitive task of the oral history editor. That the
presence of exotic dialects makes the challenge more difficeh
should net bend us from the task. :

Oral History 74, Papers Presented
at the First Oral History Conference.

Edited by Joan Campbell. Bundoora, Victoria.
Australia: La Trobe University, 1975, 116 pp.

Reviewed by Samuel Hand

These arve the published proceedings of the First Austraiian
Oral History Conference convened at La Trobe Universily. Bun-
doora, Victoria, in March 1974, Unlike the early OHA Proceei-
ings they are not intended as a verbatim transcript. “Almost all
the speakers. .. felt on reading the transcript of their talk that it
would have to berevised and altered for publication as a literan,
manusceript.” The final product is an edited and in sonwe cases
‘differentl” version of the spoken word.” Respeaking their talhs
resulted in a more cogent and articulate velume than wonld
have otherwise been possible and carned this reader’s gratitude,

The transcripts of five panels, three followed by discussion
ary included. Topics ranged from the Cuban Missile Crisis to o
history of Papua. New Guinea. The participanls were predor:-
inantly academic historians and social scientists, and their pas..
ing references 1o recent visits to Columbia and Berkeley ord!
history projects, Oraf History Review articles, Studs Terkel, andd
a presentation on the OHA's Eighth Annual Colloguium, attes
to their conversance with oral history in the United Siates. The
substance of their remarks attest to thetr relatively sephisticate o
mothodologies. '

“White tess ziven to proselytizing oral history than their Amer-
ican counterparts, they are nonetheless convinged of ils unigue
value, Very much tike their American colleagues, they are not o
all in agreement as to what those unique values are. While the
oldest and most prestigious projects involve elite interviewin 2.
history “fram the bottom up™ has staunch advocates. Whether it
is proferable to emphasize interviewing people in the prime o7
their carcer (as practiced by the National Library of Australiv
and the Roval Institute of Public Administralion] ar to conee -
trate upon preserving the memories of the more elderdy i
anothoer point of contention, Subjocts familiar to American ol
historians such as the vagaries of the copyvright laws. the pote 1-
tial for explaiting subjeats, ethics, cataloging. thecostof and Ui
need for typeseripts of interviews, and the role of locai historicsl
socicties received comment. Differences between folklorists ar o
histarians seem more muted than in the United States. but they
are readily apparent. Fn summation the Australians perceive as
issues many of the same problems debated by Nocth Americo n
oral istorians. Many of the Austratian insights are well phraseo
od provocative,

Since publication of this slim (116-page) volume, La Traow
University has sponsored a second conference and this reviewer
looks forward Lo a report of its procecdings,



PEOPLE & PROJECTS

BRAZILIAN COURSE BREAKS NEW GROUND

by George IV Brownae

RIOY DE JANEIRD, ATGUST 1 The [irst
National Course in Oral History aver held
i razil came to s end todoy with abricd
seremeny that included presentation of
certificates to thirty porticipants and five
auditors.

Iointly sponsored by the Fundagio
Getulio Vargas. the Universidade Federal
Fluminense, and the Grupo de Documen-
tacio em Ciéncias Sociais, the course at-
tracted Bistorians and social scientists
fram all over Brazil. Doring ils lour
wenks, students seccived instraction in
the techniques and theories underlying
U production and wse of ol history
materials; they alse conducted and proe
cessed Prterviows for prosentation to dis-
cussion groups.

Funding was provided by the Hravilian
vovernment hreugh CAPES (Coor-
denacdo paro o Averfeicoanenio de Pes-
soal de Estudos Supericres), along with
the Ford Foundation, which brousht par-
ticipating professors from the Catholic
University and the University of San
Marcos ol Lima, Peri.

The broad appeal of the course was en-
hancid by e varied backgrownds ol the
facully. Lugenia Muoever, of Mesico’s Io-
slitinto Noacianal de Antropoloaia v ThHs-
toria. brought expertise in theadministra-
Lon ol an oral history progrim o nationd
diimensions: she has also intervinwed ex-
tepsively amnng Villista veterens,
and Edpa Wilkie, ol the UCEA Latin
American Center, provided peespoeclives
denwn from o decade ol interviewing
Latin-American political elites, As conr-
dinator of the course, eonbributed from
mv own studics al the Columbia Oral His-
tnry Rescarch Office and my expoerience
in rescarching inumigration history in
Santa Catarina, Brazil,

The wvariely of theorelical posilions
rakien by faculty members lad o heated
debates and valuable inlerchanpe with
parlicipanls on matters stuch us ethical
and legal problems, maethods of selecting
fnterviewees, and approaches tointer-
vigwing.

The geographic spread represented by
participants in the course gives prontse
of initiating an aral histary movement ot
national dimensions-—to sov nothing of
e intersational pussibilities openod by
the participation of Peruvian professors.

QOral history prourams are carrently
ander way al the Fundago Getdlia Var
mias and the fnstituto Candido Mendes o
Fio de Janeiro, at the Pederal Universitios
of Santa Catapina ansd Parana, and at the
Uiniversity of Brasiia, Represeatalives of

these institutions were jobned by profes-
sors from the Federal Universilies of
Minas Gernis, Pernambuco, Ceard. and
Para: and the Universidade Pederal
Fluminense in Niteroi, RE The Foreign
Offics Archive, the University of Sao
Pavlo, the Cathiolic Universities of Rio de
lanciro and Sso Paulo, and a variety of
olhir instiutions also sent representa-
tives.

CPDOE, the Gentro de Pesquiza o
Documoentagiao em Histéria Contem-
porines do Brasil ol the Fundagio Getidlio
Vareas, tiwe host institution, will be re-
quested 1o coordinate communication
and oxchange of information among the
members of the group. ILwill also assumae
responsibility for the preplonning of the
vrganization ol a nalional oral history as-
sociation and the planning of an orat his-
lory meeting a year hence,

UNION COLLEGI TAPES
FUROPEAN-BORN JEWS

Thirly-one inferviews with Huropean-
horn Jews have beon completed to date
by o facutly member and a librarian al
thnion Collewe, Schenectady, New York,

Pucitie W thown. assistonl calaloger
al the Sehafter Library of the college. and
Stephen M. Berk, professor of history.
inilinted the project in the spring of 1973
willy thy purpose of accumulating @ col-
feotion of casseltes documenting the
porsonal experiences of Jews living in
Europe before World War Tand bebween
e world wars.

The reenedings range from one Lo four
hours in length and concentrate en the
schutectady=-Trov-Athany area of New
York Stie. The collection witl eventu-
ally b boused in Schaffer Library.

Virginia Uniun University has re-
ceived o g ol ol $1HL660 (rom e Amer-
ican Haplist Gharehies to lond o three-vear
oral Bistory project for recording inter-
vicws with blacks in Virginia. The project
will be centered at the university's Wil
liam | Clark Library, and the library stalf
with conduct the interviews,

Bernavd Galw has been namued director
al the UOLA Orad History Program. He has
Deen associatod wille the program since
1966 ad has seeved invarious capacities,
most recently as acting director,

Richard Thurston, an OHA member
from Santa Barbara, is sceking to develop
comtaet with other members who are
using the oral history technique i re-
cording family histery, so that the field of
study may be pursued i a more orgi-
nized manner. Interested members are re-
quested to write to him at PO, Box 6411,
Santa Barbara, Califorpia 93175

WORKSHOPS

MUSEUM GROUP HEARS
OHA PRESENTATIONS

The Oral History Association presented
ilsell to members of the American Associ-
ation of Museums al thal organization’s
annual meeting in Los Angeles, lune
22,26, Representing OHA were Newslets
ter editor Bernard Galim and his UCLA
colleague. Joel Gardner, along with Enid
Douglass of the Claremont Graduate
School, About twenty-five AAM mem-
bers stopped in during the course of the
grontp meeling o discuss uses of oral his-
tory in muscum work and the importance
of OHA ta all practitianers,

Al an carlier workshop entitled 'De-
veloping Video, Film. and Audio Ar-
chives.” Mr. Galm and Elizabeth Mason
of Columbia University joined other
panclists in describing experiences with
audio and video tapes.

OHA president Samuel Proctor shared
an international platform to discuss cral
history at the Montreal Conference of the
International Music Association in Au-
gust, Held under the auspices of the In-
teenational Associalion on Sound Ar-
chives and the Association of Recorded
Sound Collegtions. the session also fea-
tured David Lance of the British Imperial
War Museum and Léo LaClare of the
Canadian Aural/Oral History Associa-
tion.

The University of Southern Missis.
sippi. Haltiesburg. sponsored a workshop
on vral history featuring Forrest C, Pogue
July 7-12. Aimed at the local teaching
community, the course was instructed by
Melvin Kellome Bruss, director of the
Homochitto Valley Historical Society:
Orley Caudiil. director of the Mississippi
Oral History Program: Michael Garvey.
assistant? director of the program: and
john Rayv Skates. chairman of the Depart-
ment of History.

Gould Colman of the Cernell Univer-
sity Libraries spoke on “Oral History as
Agricultural Lilerature™ at the Bicenten-
niat Svimposium on Agricultural Litera-
ture, September 24-26, at the National
Agricublural Library, Beltsville. Mary-
Tand.
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QUARTERLIES REVIEW
ROHQ TRANSCRIPTS

Oral history franseripts from the collee-
tion of the £egional Oral Tistory Office,
University of California, Berkelev, have
recentiv heen reviowed by two journals,

ROWVYs Hooksand Fine ' nting series,
which eonsists of 25 fnlorviows and 2,174
pages.was reviewed in Lilvary Quartery,
April 1975, Roberl 1. 1arlon, assoeinhe
professor of librariznship at Boerkeley and
biographer of printer John Henry Nash,
briefly summarized each inlerview,
Though he pointed oul the partisan no-
ture of some of the isterviews, e con-
cluded that “the series is an fmporlant
and uninue record.”

The program as a whole was analyzed
inthe Spring 1975 issuc of the Califernia
Historical Quarter!y in a series of four
accounlts: a brief description of RONO
written by director Willa Baum: an evalu-
ation of the Sulfrage serivs by a teachor
and researcher in women's histary who
had used franscripts [ram the series; a
perspective on a ROHO interview by o
journalist whe compared her own inter-
views with the subject to thuse conducted
by the program; and a verbatim ransecrip
from the Earl Warren serics,

Ms. Baum called 1the rmview articles “a
much-needed aspect of vral history as-
sessment of the product by outside schol-
ars. With the burgeoning of oral history. it
is to be hoped that more scholarly jour-
nals witl begin to publish reviews of arul
history transcripts in the arca of the jour-
nals” subject specialtios”

PHOTOGRAPHY JOURNAL
EXPOSES OH MATERIALS

A listing of oral bistury matorials on
photography has appeared in the June
issue of imagae. quarterly publication of
the International Museuin of Photog-

Oral History Association Newslelter
136 Powell Library

University of Calilornia, Los Angeles
405 Hilgard Avenun

Los Angeles, Cutifornia 00024

vaphy at George Bastman Howse. The arti-
clebegins with a short analvsis of the role
ol vral docunmentation in phintography
history, Fxisting materials are then Hstod
by program and interviewee, with de-
tailed deseriptions of interview topics
andd pertinent information as o length,
cost of coples, and use,

Copics of the lisling are available at
250 Trom the compilers: PHOTOG-
RAIHY: source & resvurce, 257 South
Pugh Streel, State Collegn, PA 16801,

- COLUMBIA COURTS AUTHORS

Louis M. Starr discussed the many
wiays in which oral history information
can be retrieved in the November-
December 1974 issue of the Authors
Gaild Bulletin, Aiming his remarks most
specifically al wrilers, ho cited some re-
cent works (hat have drawn upon the
Columbia Oval History Collection,

Conlessing “the disappointment of

coming upon Taworthy book. Tiar

might have been the richer had its author
come o us,'” Starr noled that authors
who fear tapes are provided with trans-
cripts and those who seek oral documen-
tation can listen to tapes. Maoreover, few
manuscripts are closed to researchers.
Finally, he described the work of
Microlilming Corporation of America.
which is reproducing on microfiche and
microfilm the bulk of Cotumbia's inter-
views and is preparing o computerized
in-depth index to the collection. MCA
has recently extended its scope to in-
clude the colleclions at the University of
California, Berkelvy and UCLA.

“Putting the Past un Tape,” a cursory
survev of oral history in America, ap-
peared in the August 1973 issue of
MeCall's, Wrillen by Mary McLaughlin
for the magazine's RIGHT NOW section.
the article describes oral history pro-
grams in Kentucky, Texas, New Mexico,
Alaska, and New York.

NEW BIBLIOGRAPHY EDITION

The revised edition of the Bib-
liography on Oral History, lisling
publications appearing through
1874 and including some items
published early in 1975, is now
available. The volume centains
over 300 citations to the literature
an oral history—a large number of
them annotated. It alse includes
sections listing selected catalogs of
oral history colleclions and books
based on oral history material. as
well as a subject guide to the bib-
liographical entries. The volume
may be ordered for $3.00 from:

Ranald E. Marcello

Executive Secretary, Oral History

Asscciatlion

North Texas State University

P.O. Box 13734, NTSU Station
- Denton.Texas 76203 _ .. . . .
Make checks payable to the ORAL
HISTORY ASSOCIATION.

UCLA PROJECT
Continued from page 1

Thirty or more interviews of an averag:
six hours in length are envisioned. Staf;
will include interviewer-editors trained
by the Oral History Program.

The roster of potential interviewees in-
cludes such names as fune Wayne, iitha
grapher, painter, ETV personality, and
founder of the Tamarind Lithograph
Waorkshop: Lorser Feitelson. pioneer
leader of the modern movement in Lo:
Angeles who established the stvle ¢las
sificd as ubstract classicism in the fortios
and Larry Bell, pioneer sculptor in glas:
and mirrored-glass constructions. Thy
master list of first-priority subjects com
prisus not only the figures in the com-
munity who have international reputa-
tions but also lesser-known members whe
may in fact be more influential in terms ol
their impact on younger artists,



