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CHICAGO RECORDING ITS PAST

Schweiker Home and Studio, “South Willow,” 1938; 645 South Meacham Road. Roselle 
(now Schaumburg), Illinois. Photo by Hedrich-Blessing. “I like a naked fire. I like the 
feel of it .. . the sound of it .. . the smell of it .. . it belongs partly to the indoors but 
also the outdoors. It has country quality about it, an at-home quality.”[Paul Schweiker, 
1984. Excerpt from oral history interview.]

UPTOWN. . .
The Art Institute

The Art Institute of Chicago’s Depart­
ment of Architecture has begun research 
and planning of an oral history project 
entitled 100 Chicago Architects, 1920-1970. 
Although much has been written about 
Chicago architecture, the period from 1920 
until 1970 has received relatively little 
attention, and oral history has never been 
applied as a gathering technique for Chi­
cago’s recent architectural history.

The project is the brainchild of the 
department. A recent feasibility study, 
funded by the Graham Foundation for 
Advanced Studies in the Fine Arts, re­
vealed a large group of significant archi­
tects excited about participating in the 
project. The Illinois Humanities Council 
then funded a 1983 pilot study in which 
Project Coordinator Betty J. Blum, an insti­
tute researcher, interviewed architect Paul 
Schweikher. Schweikher designed many 
famous Chicago-area structures between 
1930 and 1950, including the Third Unitar­
ian Church of Chicago and Usonia Coop­
erative House. According to Blum, he 
“brought his own brand of modernism to 
Chicago’s suburbs in the late thirties and 
early forties.” Excerpts from the tran­
scribed twelve-hour interview appeared in 
Inland Architect (November/December 
1984) in conjunction with “Architecture in 
Context: Paul Schweikher and William F. 
Deknatel," an exhibition of Schweikher’s 
architectural drawings held in Chicago at 
the Graham Foundation 10 October 
through 7 November 1984. Interview ex­
cerpts also served as labels of drawings 
and the exhibit catalog.

The Schweikher interviews will serve 
as a model for memoirs of 99 other archi­
tects influential in the Chicago area. The 
first series planned is with a group labeled 
the “disciples” of Ludwig Mies van der 
Rohe, designer of notable steel-and-glass 
buildings and the Seagram Building in 

Continued on page 6

DOWNTOWN . . .
Jane Addams’s Hull House

Mary Ann Johnson, administrator of 
Jane Addams’s Hull House, has begun an 
oral history project to interview people 
related to the center from its founding in 
1889 until Addams’s death in 1935. The 
settlement house was created by Addams 
and Ellen Gates Starr to aid the urban 
poor, particularly the neighborhood's im­
migrants. Built for Chicago real estate 
developer Charles Hull in 1856, the resi­
dence served more than 9,000 people a 
week.

Addams did more than just cater to the 
basic needs of the tenement dwellers 
around the neighborhood. She wanted the 
settlement house to contribute to the im­

provement of living and working condi­
tions for laborers, immigrants, blacks, 
women, and children. Hull House pro­
grams included a kindergarten, a theater 
group, English classes, a labor museum, a 
boys’ club, and the Jane club, which was a 
cooperative living venture for young 
working women.

Hull House organizers led investigations 
that prompted the first factory laws in Illi­
nois, established the first tenement code, 
and led to creation of a juvenile court.

The interviews will study Hull House’s 
effects on its residents—some of the first 
social workers and Near West neighbors, 

Continued on page 2



Charles Babbage was one of the first theo­
rists in the field of computing and informa­
tion processing.

ORAL HISTORIES 
OF INFORMATION 
PROCESSING
by William Aspray and Bruce Bruemmer

We live in what is commonly referred to 
as the “Information Age,” a period in 
which information and the technology 
used in its accumulation and dissemina­
tion play increasingly important roles in 
modern society. The field of information 
processing has grown with breath-taking 
rapidity since World War II, based on the 
development of the digital computer and 
electronic communications. Because the 
Information Age has developed in less 
than a single life span, we have a unique 
opportunity to document its social, eco­
nomic, and technical aspects through first- 
person accounts. But time is growing short 
to document the Information Age in this 
way. Many information pioneers are still 
active and able to recount their contribu­
tions; but a significant number are elderly, 
and many have died. The opportunities, 
and the challenges, are great for the oral 
historian of information processing.

Oral histories are already beginning to 
prove their value in the history of informa­
tion processing. Perhaps because archi­
vists and historians have only recently 
begun to collect other sources for historical 
study, interviews have been effectively 
used in the recent writings on the subject, 
both popular and scholarly. Katherine 
Davis Fishman’s new journalistic account 
of the computer industry (The Computer 
Establishment, 1981), Pamela McCor- 
duck’s semipopular account of artificial 
intelligence (Machines Who Think, 1979), 
Emerson Pugh’s technical history of mag­
netic core memory development (Memo­
ries That Shaped an Industry, 1984), and 
Franklin M. Fisher, James W. McKie, and 
Richard B. Mancke’s economic history of 
the U.S. data processing industry (IBM 
and the U.S. Data Processing Industry, 
1984) all rely heavily on oral testimony.

Four repositories in the United States

hold major information processing oral 
history collections: The Computer Muse­
um, MIT Archives, the Smithsonian Insti­
tution (National Museum of American 
History), and the Charles Babbage Insti­
tute (CBI). The largest oral history collec­
tion is that held by the Smithsonian. In the 
late 1960s and early 1970s Henry Tropp 
(Humboldt State U., then visiting at the 
Smithsonian) and Dr. Uta Merzbach 
(NMAH, Smithsonian) conducted some 
230 interviews in cooperation with the 
American Federation of Information Proc­
essing Societies. These interviews concen­
trate primarily on the technical history of 
computer development in the period 1935- 
1960. Approximately 40 percent of these 
interviews are open for use at the NMAH.

The Computer Museum in Boston sup­
ports a series of interpretive lectures on 
the evolution of computing, with many by 
distinguished pioneers, in addition to their 
primary objective of collecting and dis­
playing computer artifacts. By videotap­
ing this lecture series the museum has 
amassed about 100 taped lectures. These 
videotapes are available for individual or 
small group viewing by prior arrangement 
with the museum staff.

During 1982 and 1983 Ithiel de Solla 
Pool and Richard Solomon of MIT, in col­
laboration with the Computer Museum, 
produced a small series of group video­
taped interviews on the history of comput­
ing. The aim of this program was to reas­
semble computer design teams in order 
that the members might discuss their 
cooperative work. These tapes are availa­
ble for viewing at the MIT Archives and 
the Computer Museum.

The Charles Babbage Institute, a re­
search institute in the history of informa­
tion processing at the University of 
Minnesota-Minneapolis, currently has the 
most active ongoing oral history project. 
CBI holds 74 interviews and is accumulat­
ing more at a rate better than ten a year. 
The current holdings can be broken into 
four categories. The largest category (35 
interviews) is with senior technical and 
managerial personnel in the computer 
industry. These interviews focus on the 
entry in the 1950s and 1960s of the larger 
hardware manufacturers and on the 
founding of software forms in the 1960s. 
Examples of those interviewed are Walter 
F. Bauer (Informatics General), James W. 
Birkenstock (IBM), Richard Bloch (Ray­
theon, GE, Honeywell), J. Presper Eckert 
(Sperry), Robert Mumma (NCR), and 
Douglas T. Ross (SofTech).

The second category (19 interviews) 
relates to the earliest and strongest aca­
demic centers of information processing, 
universities which built pioneering com­
puters during or shortly after World War 
II, or which were early leaders in computer 
education and research. Examples of those 
interviewed are Robert V. D. Campbell 
(Harvard), Edward Feigenbaum (Stan­
ford), Irven Travis (Pennsylvania), and 
Frank Verzuh (MIT).

The third category (5 interviews) relates 
to government organizations and govern­
ment-sponsored organizations, including 
military installations, national laborato­
ries, research institutes, and federal gov­
ernment bureaus like Standards and Cen­
sus. Examples of those interviewed are 
Frances Holberton (David Taylor Model 
Basin), Ethel C. Marden (National Bureau 
of Standards), and Willis Ware (Rand).

The fourth category (15 interviews) 
focuses on computing in the major centers 
outside the United States, especially in 
Britain and Central Europe. Examples of 
those interviewed are Donald Davies (Brit­
ain), Antonin Svoboda (Czechoslovakia), 
and Konrad Zuse (Germany).

CBI transcribes all of its interviews and 
provides access to the tapes as well as the 
edited transcripts. The institute also holds 
tapes and transcripts of interviews con­
ducted by other organizations and indi­
viduals. Notable among these are several 
sets of interviews with major computer 
figures conducted for the Science Museum 
of London, and a set of interviews on the 
history of the programming language 
FORTRAN. CBI also serves as an informa­
tion clearing house for the information 
processing field, keeping track of oral his­
tories and other archival materials on de­
posit in the United States and helping 
researchers identify and locate potential 
interview subjects.

For information: The Charles Babbage 
Institute, 104 Walter Library, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 55455. 
(612) 376-9336. [ William Aspray and Bruce 
Bruemmer are associate director and archi­
vist, respectively, at The Charles Babbage 
Institute.]

Hull House
Continued from page 1

who comprise 19 ethnic groups. “We are 
looking for neighborhood people, people 
who learned a skill at Hull House and 
became involved in some larger movement 
or somebody who worked here and whose 
career was influenced by so many exciting 
ideas going on at once,” said Johnson. 
Among the more celebrated Hull House 
alumni who will record their reminiscences 
are band leader and clarinetist Benny 
Goodman, jazz pianist Art Hodes, and 
musicians’ union activist James Petrillo.

The oral interviews are part of Johnson’s 
yearlong project, Planning an Interpretive 
Exhibit on the History and Influence of 
Jane Addams's Social Settlement, Hull 
House, which is funded by a National 
Endowment for the Humanities grant. The 
tapes will provide background for exhibit 
text and be integrated into an exhibit 
planned for Hull House’s 1989 centennial.
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RITCHIE HONORED 
WITH POGUE AWARD

Oral History in the Mid-Atlantic Region 
(OHMAR) met in Washington, D.C., at 
Gallaudet College on 17 November. The 
morning session featured the presentation 
of the Forrest Pogue Award for Outstand­
ing Achievement in the Field of Oral His­
tory to Donald A. Ritchie, Associate Histo­
rian at the United States Historical Office. 
Ritchie, a cofounder of OHMAR and editor 
of its newsletter, is a member of the OHA 
Council and chair of the national associa­
tion’s publications committee.

The afternoon session, UNESCO: Oral 
History and Oral Reputation, featured 
United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organization staff members 
Thomas Forstenzer and Joseph Mehan. 
They discussed “UNESCO’s Oral History 
Program Around the World” and 
“UNESCO: Journalistic Folklore and Oper­
ational Reality,” respectively.

OHMAR’s spring meeting will be 30 
March 1985, at Rutgers University. The 
meeting will discuss and critique a wide 
variety of community history projects.

HOUSTON ELDERLY 
RECEIVE ATTENTION

Sheltering Arms is a Houston United 
Way agency in existence since 1893 whose 
mission is to serve elderly citizens living in 
their own homes. Under volunteer coordi­
nator Linda Prager Held, the agency has 
begun an oral history project with its 
clients who have lived in Houston for at 
least forty years. According to Held, inter­
viewing the elderly was a “natural” activ­
ity for the agency. Thirty-five interview­
ees were discovered through the agency 
newsletter and the agency’s calling and 
visiting services which keep check on the 
elderly. Held has trained thirty-five volun­
teer interviewers, interested individuals 
and recruits from Houston corporations. 
Each interviewer is responsible for one 
interview session. Eight typists have also 
volunteered transcribing time.

The agency views the interviews as 
therapy for clients, using the life review 
method to promote self-esteem and pro­
vide a greater sense of life completion for 
participants. Executive director Woodrow 
D. McHarg views the involvement of the 
humanities and the social services as 
innovative.

Interviewees and interviewers will re­
ceive transcripts, while the tapes will join 
the Harris County Heritage Society's per­
manent collection. The project began as an 
early part of the Texas 1986 Sesquicen- 
tennial celebration. Sheltering Arms is the 
first social service agency in the Houston 
area to so designate a project. Held plans to 
edit the transcripts and publish them by 
topic. For more information write: Held, 
Sheltering Arms, 5419 Caroline, Houston, 
TX 77004 (713) 524-2032.

MASON RETIRES AT COLUMBIA AFTER 
25 YEARS IN ORAL HISTORY

Elizabeth Branch Mason, associate direc­
tor of the Columbia University Oral His­
tory Research Office and past president of 
OHA, retired on 1 October 1984. She 
joined the Columbia office in September 
1959, became associate director in 1968, 
and was acting director from July 1980 to 
June 1982, following the death of Louis M. 
Starr.

With Starr, Mason edited four editions 
of The Oral History Collection of Columbia 
University, catalogs of the collection. From 
1973 to 1982, she was a lecturer in the 
university school and library service.

A cofounder of OHA, Mason has served 
the association in many capacities. She 
was an elected member of Council, 1978 to 
1981; vice president/president-elect, 1981- 
1982; president, 1982-1983; and immediate 
past president on the Council, 1983-1984. 
Mason was elected in 1984 to a two-year

seat on the association’s nominating com­
mittee.

Betty Mason and her husband, John T. 
Mason, Jr., former director of the U.S. 
Naval Institute’s oral history program, 
have retired to their Sharon, Connecticut, 
home. “The rise of the [Columbia] Oral 
History Research Office to its preeminent 
position in the world of oral history has 
much to do with the talents and dedication 
of Elizabeth Mason,” said Ronald J. Grele, 
Columbia director. “Her drive, energy and 
understanding, as well as her willingness 
to extend herself to the Columbia com­
munity and to those starting out in the 
field, have been unmatched.”

Mason plans to stay in touch with oral 
history by serving as a consultant to some 
of the many programs she has helped over 
the years.

1984
December

27-30 American Historical Association New York

1985
March
29-31 International Oral History

Conference Barcelona
30 Oral History in the Middle

Atlantic Region New Brunswick, N.J.

April
TBA Oral History and Museums London
TBA Society of Architectural

Historians Pittsburgh
17-20 Organization of American

Historians Minneapolis
24-28 Scottish Vernacular Buildings Tongue, Suther-

Working Group land, Scotland
26-27 Southwest Oral History Assn, and 

Natl. Council for Public
History Phoenix

May
4-5 Scottish Oral History Group and 

Ulster Society for Oral
History Glasgow

4 or 11 Scottish Records Association Aberdeenshire

September
10-13 American Association for State

and Local History Topeka

October
26 Community History and Oral

History Liverpool
31-Nov. 3 Oral History Association Pensacola
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FROM THE
PRESIDENT

Martha f. Ross

The recent OHA Annual Meeting in 
Lexington—one of the most successful and 
enjoyable in the history of the association— 
reaffirmed to me the unique appeal and 
strength of OHA in the multiple diversities 
of its members: diversity of discipline, of 
institutional affiliation, of geography, even 
of professional level. Out of many back­
grounds, places, and situations we come 
together, to talk to each other, to listen and, 
of course, to learn.

Those of you attending your first OHA 
meeting at Lexington must have been 
struck by the variety of disicplines you 
found represented there, in contrast to 
most professional meetings whose partic­
ipants represent a single discipline or even 
a specialty within a discipline. The essen­
tials of responsible oral history practice— 
thorough preparations, empathetic inter­
viewing, appropriate processing, proper 
archival/ethical/legal handling—are effec­
tively applied in research activities as 
diverse as anthropology and history of 
science, as journalism and genealogy. 
OHA, in its Evolution Guidelines, sets 
standards applicable to any discipline.

This mosaic of disciplines is reflected in 
the splendid new collection of readings, 
Oral History: An Interdisciplinary Anthol­
ogy, edited by David Dunaway and Willa 
Baum, and published by the American 
Association for State and Local History in

cooperation with OHA. (See enclosed dis­
count offer to OHA members.) Historians, 
librarians, anthropologists, educators, jour­
nalists, archivists, folklorists, and ethnog­
raphers have contributed ideas and expe­
riences to give a multitextured overview of 
the theory, practice, and application of oral 
history in its first twenty years.

OHA members also come from many 
different types of institutions. From great 
universities to community colleges, from 
presidential libraries to local historical 
societies, from prize-winning authors to 
individuals documenting their own fami­
lies, from multinational corporations to 
local entrepreneurs—all can look to OHA 
for information and inspiration.

OHA encourages the highest levels of 
professionalism among oral history prac­
titioners, regardless of institutional affilia­
tion or level of funding. While the family 
historian interviewing his elders may not 
be able to afford a Nagra tape recorder, 
OHA encourages him to use the best 
equipment he can afford in order to make 
the best quality tape recording possible. 
The Evaluation Guidelines sets forth prin­
ciples of project management, training and 
supervision of interviewers, handling of 
materials, and record keeping that can be 
applied to the all-volunteer local project as 
well as to fully funded projects with sala­
ried staffs.

OHA has always attracted a member­
ship of geographical diversity and at­
tempts to serve those widely separated 
regions by moving its annual meetings to 
various parts of the country. Far-flung 
OHA members have also banded together 
in a number of ways to bring oral history 
activity into their own areas. In some 
places this has resulted in regional organi­

zations: NEAOH, OHMAR, SOHA, and 
NWOHA. Some states (Indiana, Pennsyl­
vania, New Jersey, Kentucky, Idaho, Mon­
tana) support state-funded oral history 
offices while others (Texas, Ohio, Michi­
gan) have organized statewide voluntary 
associations. OHA’s newly founded Spe­
cial Committee on Regional and State OH 
Organizations will refine and update 
OHA’s relationship with these groups and 
seek ways in which the interests of all are 
enhanced.

OHA’s response to these diverse constit­
uencies with their various interests and 
needs has been an attempt to serve them in 
the most effective ways possible with the 
resources available. While its service in 
the past has been limited by financial con­
siderations, with income based largely on 
members' dues, OHA is beginning to ex­
plore additional sources of income that, if 
successful, will enable it to expand those 
services to the entire oral history commu­
nity. Immediate plans involve the expan­
sion of OHA’s publication effort to include 
a series of technical pamphlets, a special 
issue of Oral History Review in 1986 com­
memorating OHA’s twentieth anniversary, 
and the acceptance of advertising in OHA 
publications. You have already received 
the expanded OHA Annual Report and 
Directory, an even more useful volume 
with the addition of Council and meeting 
minutes, regional and state organizations, 
and OHA’s constitution and bylaws.

Your association, its officers and Coun­
cil continue to examine and explore ways 
to make OHA more effective in serving 
your needs. In expanding these services, 
OHA’s mission will.be advanced and its 
influence extended.

1984 OHA MEETING INNOVATIVE, SUCCESSFUL
The OHA’s Annual Meeting, held in 

Lexington, Kentucky, on 20-23 September 
1984, more than met the expectations of its 
planners. From the standpoints of attend­
ance, program speakers, exhibits, enter­
tainment, and financial outcome, this 
year’s association conference ranks among 
the best in the OHA’s eighteen-year his­
tory. The program and local arrangements 
committees were chaired by Terry Bird- 
whistell and Anne Campbell (both of U. of 
Kentucky), respectively.

The conference was attended by 309 
participants. Departing from its tradition 
of offering separate workshop and collo­
quium programs each year, the OHA’s 
1984 program featured workshop sessions 
intermingled throughout the meeting with 
panels, round-table discussions, plenary 
sessions, major addresses, and other ses­
sions. A record-setting 112 speakers were 
on the program. Direct financial assistance 
was provided by Brown-Forman Distillers 
Corporation, Eastern Kentucky Universi­

ty, the Kentucky Oral History Commis­
sion, Murray State University, Northern 
Kentucky University, the University of 
Kentucky, the University of Louisville, 
and Western Kentucky University.

John Egerton, author of the Pulitzer- 
nominated book Generations: An American 
Family, was the meeting’s first principal 
speaker. A Nashville, Tennessee, free­
lance writer, Egerton credited Carl Becker 
with “throwing open the windows of his­
tory for me,” and the speaker spoke mov­
ingly of those in his life who gave him a 
deeper appreciation of history by helping 
Egerton practice the "comely art of listen­
ing.” He spoke of the value of “life as it is 
remembered by the elderly”—those who, 
like his grandfather, taught about “connec­
tions—geographical and human.”

Joan Hoff-Wilson (Indiana U.), execu­
tive secretary of the Organization of Amer­
ican Historians, gave a luncheon address 
on her research experience in interviewing 
former President Richard M. Nixon and

others in his administration. Hoff-Wilson 
cautioned oral historians to be aware of 
the element of self-interest in interviews; 
she was “not convinced that time heals all 
wounds.” Hoff-Wilson allowed no restric­
tions on the interview material she 
obtained from contemporary political fig­
ures, and commented that her focus was 
on decision making. The interviews she 
conducted were not primary documents, 
in the conventional sense of the term, she 
asserted, but efforts to obtain anecdotal 
material. Hoff-Wilson is at work on a 
study of the Nixon years, which she char­
acterized as the best-documented adminis­
tration in American history.

William Greider, national editor for Roll­
ing Stone, was the conference’s other major 
speaker. A former editor at the Washington 
Post, Greider complimented oral histori­
ans and spoke of the essentiality of their 
work. He also related his experience of 
researching the Atlantic article which 
became The Education of David Stockman
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OHA Officers for 1984-85, seated, left to right: Madeline Buckendorf (Idaho State Hist. 
Soc.), Thomas L. Charlton (Baylor U.), Donald A. Ritchie (U.S. Senate Hist. Office), 
Council; Cullom Davis (Sangamon State U.], Past President. Standing, left to right: Vice 
President/President-Elect Samuel B. Hand (U. of Vermont); John J. Fox, Jr. (Salem State 
C.), Council; President Martha J. Ross (U. of Maryland); and Executive Secretary Ronald 
E. Marcello (N. Texas St. U.}.

1984 ELECTION RESULTS
James W. Hammack (Murray State U.), chair of the Nominating Committee for 1983-84, 

announced at the association’s Annual Meeting in Lexington, Kentucky, the following 
results of the OHA’s 1984 mail-ballot election:

Vice President/President-Elect—Samuel B. Hand (U. of Vermont).
Council (1984-87)—John J. Fox, Jr. (Salem State College).
Nominating Committee (1984-86)—Edward D. Ives (U. of Maine-Orono); Elizabeth B. 

Mason (Columbia U.); Laurie Merrier (Montana Hist. Soc.).
Continuing on the Nominating Committee are Anne G. Campbell (U. of Ky.), 1984-85 

chair; Dale E. Treleven (UCLA); and John A. Neuenschwander (Carthage C.J. Suggestions 
for Council nominations may be sent to the committee in care of Campbell, University of 
Kentucky Library, Department of Special Collections, Lexington, KY 40506. Suggestions 
for nominees for the Nominating Committee should be sent to the Council, hy way of the 
OHA executive secretary.

in book form.
The 1984 meeting’s numerous highlights 

included extensive publishers’ and manu­
facturers’ exhibits assembled by Susan E. 
Allen (U. of Ky.).

At the business meeting, former OHA 
President John A. Neuenschwander (Car­
thage C.) gave a report from the associa­
tion's “Roast Committee.” Neuen­
schwander proceeded to zing Ronald E. 
"No-Doz” Marcello, the executive secre­
tary of OHA since 1974, and to present the 
association’s skinflint with both sporting 
and sartorial gifts secretly planned by 
many of Marcello’s admirers and col­
leagues.

The 1985 Annual Meeting will be held in 
Pensacola, Florida, on 28 October-1 No­
vember, at the Pensacola Hilton. Plans are 
already under way for the 1986 meeting, 
which will take place aboard the Queen 
Mary in Long Beach, California, on 23-26 
October.

SPECIAL PANEL ON 

TEACHING AT WORK 

IN 1984-85

The Special Committee on Teaching, a 
one-year appointed body, is exploring the 
area of oral history instruction and will 
report to the Council.

Chaired by Barry A. Lanman (Baltimore 
County Schools), the committee includes 
Frank Fonsino (Oakton Community C.), 
Richard Williams (Plum Borough [Pa.] 
H.S.), George Mehaffy (Eastern New Mex. 
U.), and Bette Weidman (Queens C., 
CUNY). Thomas L. Charlton (Baylor U.) is 
serving as the Council liaison for the year. 
Suggestions are invited in time for compi­
lation of a report to the OHA officers, who 
will meet again in early March 1985. Con­
tact: Lanman, 1306 Hickory Springs Cr., 
Baltimore, MD 21228.

OHA BUSINESS
Ronald E. Marcello 
Executive Secretary

During its recent sessions held in Lex­
ington, Council made an important change 
in the bylaws that will affect every 
member. This change should be carefully 
noted.

The deadline for the payment of annual 
dues has been moved forward to March 1. 
Previously, the bylaws had established 30 
April as the deadline, with the first and 
second dues notices sent on 1 January and 
1 February, respectively, and then a final 
notice sent on 1 March. Under the new 
bylaw, only two dues notices will be 
issued to each member, the initial one 
around 1 January and a final notice on 1 
February.

Council decided to make this change for 
several reasons. In the first place, the 
executive secretary (skinflint that he is) 
pointed out that OHA could save some 
money on postage, but, more important, 
three hundred plus persons who never 
intended to renew anyway would have 
received one and possibly two Newsletters 
gratis before their names had been culled 
from the rolls. Another important consid­
eration was that the dropping of members 
and the subsequent reshuffling of the 
computerized membership list on or after 
30 April occasionally led to delays in send­
ing the mailing labels to the Newsletter edi­
tor in time for the spring issue. Such delays 
meant that some items were out of date by 
the time members received this Newsletter. 
Finally, the new deadline will facilitate the 
work of the Membership Committee. 
Under the old deadline, the committee 
often ended up trying to contact nonre­
newing members during the summer, 
which was not a good time so far as aca­
demics were concerned.

For these reasons, therefore, Council 
decided to make the change. Please do 
keep the March 1 deadline in mind when 
you receive the initial dues notice.

CALL FOR 1988 

SITE PROPOSALS

OHA will hold its Annual Meeting in 
1988 in the region including New England 
and the Middle Atlantic states. Proposals 
for the 1988 site, which will be selected in 
1985, should be sent to John J. Fox, Jr., 
Department of History, Salem State Col­
lege, Salem, MA 01970.
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WORKSHOPS & 
CONFERENCES HELD

In Our Keeping, a Parable Conference for 
Dominican Life and Mission for historians, 
archivists, librarians, secretaries general, 
and directors of communications for reli­
gious orders and dioceses was held Oc­
tober 29-November 2, at Sinsinawa, Wis­
consin.

The Judicial Archives/Legal History Sym­
posium at Emory Law School, Atlanta, 
held 12-13 October, featured several ses­
sions on oral history. In a multimedia 
presentation, Jack Bass (U. of South Caro­
lina), in cooperation with the Emory Law 
School, presented an oral history: “A Mod­
ern Appellate Memoir: Elbert P. Tuttle.” 
Six discussants shared a panel on expand­
ing the archival base, which included oral 
history. Deborah J. Barrow and Thomas G. 
Walker (both of Emory U.) presented “The 
Use of Oral History to Study the Forces 
Behind the Creation of the Eleventh Cir­
cuit."

Susan H. Armitage (Washington State U.) 
and Sanford Rikoon (U. of Missouri- 
Columbia) spoke on “Interpreting and 
Utilizing Oral Interviews” during the

Diversity of Local History conference in 
Boise, Idaho, in September. The sponsor 
was the Working Together Project of the 
Idaho State Historical Society, with par­
tial funding by the Association for the 
Humanities in Idaho.

The Canadian Oral History Association
met 11-12 October 1984 in Winnipeg. The 
program featured sessions on labor his­
tory, women’s studies, business history, 
Francophone communities, native studies, 
and material culture studies. COHA en­
courages the creation and preservation of 
sound recordings which document the his­
tory and culture of Canada.

The University of Missouri School of 
Library and Informational Science and 
Park College cosponsored a workshop for 
archivists in Kansas City October 31. 
Faculty included Harold Smith, library 
director at the college and resources direc­
tor for the International Graduate School; 
Aurora Davis, instructor in library and 
informational science at the university; 
and Marjjrie Sellers Patterson, oral 
historian.

OHIO PROJECTS DOCUMENT RURAL HISTORY
Oral history projects in northeastern 

Ohio are now filling geographical gaps in 
the historical record. The cities of Akron 
and Cleveland have fairly well-docu­
mented histories, but the largely rural 
Cuyahoga Valley between them and to the 
south of Akron has been virtually ignored. 
Two independent projects have arisen in 
response to this need.

One project specializes in the Ohio-Erie 
Canal and features interviews with two 
dozen people who grew up on the canal. 
Included is an interview with 88-year-old 
Catherine Shafer, whose grandmother is 
believed to have been the only woman 
canalboat pilot on the Ohio-Erie. Tapes are 
going to Kent State University and to the 
Canal Fulton Heritage Society, the proj­
ect's sponsor. Contact: Ann McLaughlin, 
CFHS, P.O. Box 584, Canal Fulton, OH

44614 (216) 854-3808.
Another project grew out of interviews 

begun by National Park Service intern 
Susan Garland, who sought out the memo­
ries of former Civilian Conservation Corps 
workers who had helped build the Cuya­
hoga Valley National Recreation Area. 
After her internship, Garland was asked 
to stay on and develop a project on the 
larger valley, and more than 60 persons 
have been interviewed. Many interview 
tapes have been transcribed, and they 
have already contributed to the park serv­
ice’s work, according to interpretive spe­
cialist Rory Robinson, who has used the 
interviews in programming for the park’s 
historic structures. Contact: Robinson, 
Cuyahoga Valley Recreation Area, 15610 
Vaughn Rd., Brecksville, OH 44141 (216) 
535-0859.

IMMIGRANT WOMEN FEATURED IN RADIO SERIES
“The Golden Cradle: Immigrant Women 

in America” is a ten-part public radio se­
ries employing drama, music, narrative, 
and interview excerpts to tell the story of 
almost twenty million immigrant women. 
Interviewees include Chicago neighbor­
hood organizer Florence Scala; Congress- 
woman Barbara Mikulski, a third-genera­
tion American of Polish ancestry; Jesse 
Lopez de la Cruz, the first woman field 
organizer for the United Farm Workers; 
and author Paule Marshall, who explains

the Marcus Garvey Movement and its 
importance to West Indian immigrants of 
her mother’s generation. Coproducers were 
Louise O. Cleveland and Deborah George 
for Soundscape Incorporated, an inde­
pendent nonprofit organization, in cooper­
ation with National Public Radio. The se­
ries was funded by the National Endow­
ment for the Humanities.

For more information, write: Cleveland 
or George, 902 Neal Drive. Alexandria, VA 
22308 (703) 780-9151.

TEXAS QUILTERS TO DO 
ORAL HISTORY PATCHWORK

The recently formed Texas Heritage 
Quilt Society (THQS) is studying the 
twenty-six known quilters guilds in Texas 
through oral history. The society, dedi­
cated to documentation and preservation 
of quilting as a traditional women’s art 
form, will use the approaching Texas Ses- 
quicentennial as its focus and extend its 
study beyond 1986, the 150th anniversary 
of independence from Mexico and forma­
tion of the Republic of Texas.

According to Kay Hudec of the King- 
wood Area Quilt Guild and THQS, she 
and her colleagues are “creating a record of 
quilts and quiltmakers in Texas before the 
quilts are rags and the stories have passed 
from memory. This is a legacy we can leave 
to future quilters—our daughters and 
granddaughters (and sons and grand­
sons).” The society’s first steps are to 
sponsor “quilt days” in various regions of 
the state in association with the guilds and 
search for undocumented quilts across 
Texas. The first quilt day was 6 October 
1984 at Jasper in East Texas, with another 
one, “Celebration of Quilts—Texas Then & 
Now,” planned for 19-20 April 1985.

Many of the ideas emerging in the THQS 
oral history project and related activity are 
based on the Kentucky Quilt Project, the 
work of the Kentucky Heritage Quilt 
Society and its oral history activity di­
rected by Camilla Collins (Western Ken­
tucky U.). Contact: THQS, Box 5342, King- 
wood, TX 77325.

Art Institute
Continued from page 1
New York City and the National Gallery in 
Berlin. The oral history series will aug­
ment a special 1986 exhibit at the Illinois 
Institute of Technology in honor of Mies’s 
centennial. For the entire series, audio- 
tapes will be augmented by video high­
lights of architectural work of the period. 
As a direct result of the pilot study, archi­
tectural drawings such as Schweikher’s 
have been donated to the institute’s per­
manent collection, thus increasing with 
visual documentation researchers’ under­
standing of an architect’s reminiscences 
and his/her contribution to the Chicago 
architectural scene. Other architectural 
centers around the U.S. have expressed 
interest in using the Chicago project as a 
model for their respective areas. The mate­
rials will be available in tape and tran­
script form; the project will be indexed 
and, when possible, presented in thematic 
groupings.

The institute continues to seek Chicago 
architects who practiced in the designated 
period. For more information, contact Betty 
Blum, Project Coordinator, Department of 
Architecture, Art Institute of Chicago, 
Michigan at Adams streets, Chicago, IL 
60603 (312) 443-3631.

6



BOOK NOTICES

Allinson, Sidney. The Bantams: The Untold Story of World War 
One. New York: Mosaic Pr., 1982, 287 pp. $19.95. $12.95. 
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$49.50.

Currey, Cecil B. Follow Me and Die: The Destruction of An 
American Division in World War II. Briarcliff Manor, N.Y.: 
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Hinton, William. Shenfan. New York: Random House, 1983.816 
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Simon & Schuster, May 1984. $17.95.

Hoyt, Edwin P. The Bowfin: The Story of One of America's 
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Nostrand Reinhold, 1983. $20.50.

Hurmence, Belinda. My Folks Don’t Want Me to Talk About 
Slavery. Winstom-Salem, NC: John F. Blair, 1984. $14.95, 
$5.95. Order from 1406 Plaza Dr., S.W., Winstom-Salem, 
NC 27103.
Oral narratives of 21 North Carolina ex-slaves.

Irons, Peter. Justice at War. New York: Oxford U. Pr., 1983. 320 
pp. $18.95.
Japanese Americans, legal aspects of WWII internment. 

Jacob. Kathryn Allamong, and Elizabeth Ann Hornyak, eds. 
Guide to Research Collections of Former United States Sena­
tors, 1789-1982. U.S. Senate Bicentennial Publication No. 1. 
Washington, D.C.: Historical Office, U.S. Senate, 1983. 362 
pp. Free.

Johnson, Diane. Dashiell Hammett: A Life. New York: Random 
House, 1983. $17.95.

Johnson, Dorothy M. When You and I Were Young, Whitefish. 
Missoula, Mont.: Mountain Press Pub. Co., 1982. 164 pp. 
$13.95.
Nostalgic, humorous look back at Whitefish, Montana. 

Jones, Bessie, and John Stewart, eds. For the Ancestors: Autobio­
graphical Memories. Champaign: U. of Illinois Pr., 1983.232 
pp. Photos. $14.95.
Autobiography of Bessie Jones.

Kennedy, William. O Albany! An Urban Tapestry. New York: 
Viking Pr., 1983. $25.

Kranitz-Sanders, Lillian. Twelve Who Survived: An Oral History 
of the Jews of Lodz. Poland. 1930-1954. New York: Irvington 
Publishers. Inc., 1984. 164 pp. Bibliog. Index. $9.95.

Kytle, Elizabeth. Home on the Canal. Washington, D.C.: Seven 
Locks Pr., 1983. 244 pp. Photos. Index. $14.95.

Lambert, Paul F. and Kenny A. Franks. Voices from the Fields. 
Norman: U. of Oklahoma Pr., October 1984. 288 pp. Index. 
$19.95.

Lord. Walter. The Miracle of Dunkirk. New York: Viking, 1982. 
330 pp. Photos. Maps. Index. $17.95.

Lowe, Sue Davidson. Stieglitz: A Memoir I Biography. New York:
Farrar Straus & Giroux, 1983. Photos. $22.50.

Lucas, James. War in the Desert: The Eighth Army at El Alamein.
New York: Beaufort Books, 1983. Photos. $16.95. 

McGreevy, John, ed. Glenn Gould: Variations by Himself and His 
Friends. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1983. 319 pp. Pho­
tos. Filmog. Discog. Bibliog. $24.95.

Mahoney, Richard D. JFK: Ordeal in Africa. New York: Oxford 
U. Pr., 1983. 320 pp. Index. $17.95.

Major, Kevin. Terra Nova National Park: Human History Study. 
Studies in Archaeology, Architecture, and History. Ottawa, 
Ontario: Parks Canada, 1983. 86 pp. Illus. Write: Canadian 
Government Publishing Centre, Supply and Services Can­
ada, Hull, PQ, Canada K1A OS9. Make checks payable to 
Receiver General for Canada. $5.95 in Canada; $7.15. Cana­
dian, outside Canada.

Manchester, William. One Brief Shining Moment: Remembering 
Kennedy. Boston: Little, Brown, 1984. 280 pp. Photos. $25. 
Reminiscences of 150 of JFK entourage.

Manning, Kenneth R. Black Apollo of Science: The Life of Ernest 
Everett Just. New York: Oxford U. Pr., 1983,397 pp. Photos. 
Index. $29.95.

Martin, Patricia Preciado. Images and Conversations: Mexican 
Americans Recall a Southwestern Past. Tucson: U. of Ari­
zona Pr., 1983. 112 pp. $25; $12.50.

Martin, Ralph G. A Hero for Our Time: An Intimate Story of the 
Kennedy Years. New York: Macmillan, 1983. Photos. $19.95. 

Martinez, Oscar J., ed. Fragments of the Mexican Revolution: 
Personal Accounts from the Border. Albuquerque: U. of 
New Mexico Pr., 1983. 256 pp. $24.95; $12.50.

Matusow, Barbara. The Evening Stars: The Rise of the Network 
News Anchors. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1983. Photos. 
$14.95.

Mayer, Martin. The Diplomats. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday,
1983. $17.95.
Contemporary study of international diplomatic commu­
nity and analysis of trends affecting its work.

Mayer, Martin. The Met: One Hundred Years of Grand Opera.
New York: Simon & Schuster, 1983. $35.

Montes, Sergio. El Kanil, Man of Lightning. Translated by Wal­
lace Kaufman. 1982. $10. Write: Kaufman, Box 54B, Rt. 1, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312.
Guatemala oral tradition, signed edition.

Moskovitz, Sarah. Love Despite Hate: Child Survivors of the 
Holocaust and Their Adult Lives. New York: Schocken 
Books, 1983. 320 pp. Photos. $14.95.

Munson, Henry, Jr., ed. and trans. The House of Si Abd Allah: 
The Oral History of a Moroccan Family. New Haven: Yale 
U. Pr., 1984. 300 pp. Illus. Bibliog. Index. $19.95.
Conflicts between Islamic fundamentalism and western­
ization.

Oral History Collection on the Performing Arts in America. Dal­
las: Southern Methodist University, 1984. 72 pp.
Collection a part of DeGolyer Institute for American 
Studies.

Page, Linda Garland, and Eliot Wigginton, eds. Aunt Arie: A 
Foxfire Portrait. New York: E. P. Dutton, Inc., 1983. 218 pp. 
Photos. $9.95 paper.
Transcripts of interviews with legendary Arie Carpenter 
(1885-1978).

Peterson, Robert. Only the Ball Was White: A History of the 
Legendary Black Players and All-Black Professional Teams. 
New York: McGraw-Hill, 1984. $7.95.
Baseball, 1898 to 1946.

Prenshaw, Peggy Whitman, ed. Conversations with Eudora 
Welly. Oxford: University Pr. of Mississippi, 1984. $17.95, 
$9.95.

Quigley, Pat. Those Were The Days. Buffalo, N.Y.: Potentials 
Development for Health and Aging Services, Inc., 1981. 50 
pp. Bibliog. $5.25.
Life-review therapy for elderly residents in long-term care 
facilities.

Reimer, Derek, ed. Voices: A Guide to Oral History. Victoria, 
B.C.: Provincial Archives of British Columbia, 1984. 72 pp. 
Illus. Index. Appendix. $4.50.

Shodell, Elly, ed. It Looks Like Yesterday to Me: Port Washing­
ton's Afro-American Heritage. Port Washington, N.Y.: Port 
Washington Public Lib., 1983. $4.00. Write 245 Main Street, 
Port Washington, NY 11050.

Tateishi, John. And Justice for All: An Oral History of the Japa­
nese American Detention Camps. New York: Random House,
1984. $18.95.
Memoirs of 25 victims of internment.

U.S. Army. Senior Officer Oral History Program, 1971-1984. 
Carlisle Barracks, Pa.: Oral History Branch, U.S. Army 
Military History Inst., 1984. 29 pp. Free.

Weisse, Allen B. Conversations in Medicine: The Story of 
Twentieth-Century Medicine in the Words of Those Who 
Created It. New York: Columbia U. Pr., 1984.416 pp. $24.95. 

Wigginton, Eliot, and Margie Bennett, eds. Foxfire 8. Garden 
City: Doubleday, 1984. $19.95, $9.95.

Wilson, Emily Herring, and Susan Mullally. Hope and Dignity: 
Older Black Women of the South. Philadelphia: Temple U. 
Pr.. 1984. 200 pp. Photos. $19.95.

Lives of 10 black, female North Carolinians—a counter­
point to Drylongso.

Wilson, Sadye Tune, and Doris Finch Kennedy. Of Coverlets: 
The Legacies—The Weavers. Nashville: Tungstede, 1984. 
496 pp. Illus. Photos. $50. Order from 212 Vaughn’s Gap 
Road, Nashville, TN 37205.
Five-year study of Tennessee textiles.
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Baum, Willa K. “Oral History: A Selective Bibliography.” 

Catholic Library World (Dec. 1983):226-229.
Charlton, Thomas L., and Rebecca S.Jimenez. “Oral History in 

Texas: A Retrospection, Part II (1975-1983)." Texas Librar­
ies 44 (July 1983):88-92.

Christian, Gama. “It Beats Picking Cotton: The Origins of Hous­
ton Country Music." Red River Valley Historical Review 7 
(Summer 1982):37-50.

Croce, Randy. “The Slide/Tape Show: A First-Class Alterna­
tive." Federation Reports: The Journal of the State Humani­
ties Councils 6 (Sept.-Oct. 1983):23-29.

Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies 7 (1983). Special Issues: 
Women’s Oral History Two. Write: Frontiers, Women Stud­
ies Prog., U. of Colorado, Boulder, CO 80309.

Gould, Lewis L. “Robert Caro and George Reedy on Lyndon 
Johnson: An Essay Review." Southwestern Historical Quar­
terly 87 (July 1983):57-68.

Herbert, James R. “An Oral History of the Prohibition Era, 
Indiana County, Pennsylvania." Western Pennsylvania His­
torical Magazine 66 (Oct. 1983).

Hirsch, Andrea S. “Copyrighting Conversations: Applying the 
1976 Copyright Act to Interviews." The American Univer­
sity Law Review 31 (1982): 1071-93.

Lindsey, Jonathan A. “Why Do You Wait to Get It on Tape?" 
Tennessee Librarian 34 (Spring 1982):15-19.

McMahan, Eva M. "Communicative Dynamics of Hermeneuti­
cal Conversation in Oral History Interviews." Communica­
tion Quarterly 31 (Winter 1983):3-11.

Manitoba History, the semiannual magazine of the Manitoba 
Historical Society, now includes transcripts of interviews. 
Subjects and themes treated are the Canadian West, the 
Canadian North, and the American Northern Great Plains. 
Address: 190 Rupert Ave., Winnipeg, MB, Canada R3B 
ON2.

Mercier, Laurie. “I Worked for the Railroad: Oral Histories of 
Montana Railroaders, 1910-1950." Montana: The Magazine 
of Western History (Summer 1983):34-59.

Morrissey, Charles T. "The Tape Recorder on the Windowsill 
and Other Observations about Oral History in the United 
States.” Oral History Association of A ustralia Journal, No. 5 
(1982-1983), pp. 48-50.

Murray, James Briggs. “Oral History/Video Documentation at 
the Schaumburg Center: More than Just ‘Talking Heads.’” 
Film Library Quarterly 15 (1982):23-27.

Sands, Diane. “Using Oral History to Chart the Course of Illegal 
Abortions in Montana." Frontiers VII, No. 1 (1983):32-37.

Smith, Barbara Ellen. “Too Sick to Work, Too Young to Die." 
Southern Exposure XU (May/June 1984):19-29.
Black lung in West Virginia.

Southern Exposure 11 (May-June 1983). Tenth-anniversary 
edition.

Texas Oral History Association Newsletter 1,1 (Dec. 1983). Occa­
sional publication. Write: TOHA, CSB Box 401, Baylor U., 
Waco, TX 76798. Included in membership dues of $5.

Weart, Spencer R. and David H. DeVorkin. “The Voice of Astro­
nomical History." Sky and Telescoped (Feb. 1982):124-127.

1986 CALL FOR PAPERS
The National Council on Public His­
tory will meet jointly with the 
Organization of American Histori­
ans in New York City, 9-12 April 
1986. The NCPH program commit­
tee invites oral historians to propose 
sessions, panels, papers, and work­
shops. Contact: NCPH Co-Chair 
Deborah S. Gardner, The Institute 
for Research in History, 4432 Park 
Avenue South, New York, NY 10016. 
Deadline is 1 March 1985.
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NEW ENGLAND GROUP 
ELECTS NEW OFFICERS

At its annual meeting in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, 28 April, the New England 
Association of Oral History elected 1984- 
85 officers. Samuel B. Hand (U. of Ver­
mont) moved from vice president/president­
elect to the presidency and was succeeded 
in his former position by Wayne Anderson 
(Northeastern U.). For the executive com­
mittee, Charles Weiner (MIT) was elected 
to serve through 1986 in William Moss’s 
unexpired term; Linda Wood (South King­
ston [Rhode Island) High School) will 
serve a three-year term. The immediate 
past president, John F. Sutherland (Man­
chester Community C.), also joined the 
committee, whose holdover members are 
E. John B. Allen (Plymouth State C.), James 
Findlay (U. of Rhode Island), Martin Butler 
(Southeastern Massachusetts U.), and 
Edward D. Ives (U. of Maine-Orono).

PIONEERS OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY 
SUBJECT OF VIDEO PROJECT

Researchers on the Pioneers of Science 
and Technology Videotape Project plan to 
videotape one hundred individuals who 
have made revolutionary advances in 
science and technology. Interviewees are 
being selected from a list of Nobel Prize 
winners, members of the Inventors’ Hall of 
Fame, Fermi Award winners, Presidential 
Medal of Science recipients, and sugges­
tions from distinguished panels of sci­
entists.

Each person will give one to two hours 
of “career autobiography” as a narration; 
the role of the volunteer interviewer will 
be minimal. The tapes are donated by the 
designated depositories; the University of 
California, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and the University of Mary­
land. Project director is Clarence Edward 
Larson, former director of the Oak Ridge 
Institute for Nuclear Studies. For more 
information, write: Larson, 6514 Bradley 
Blvd., Bethesda, MD 20817 (301) 365-0686.

The quarterly OHA Newsletter is sent to members of 
the Oral History Association and to institutions hold­
ing subscriptions: individual $15, student $7.50, li­
brary $12, institutional $30, life $250. Members also 
receive the annual Oral History Review. Send member­
ship, change of address, and subscription inquiries to: 
Ronald E. Marcello, Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 
13734, N.T. Station, Denton, TX 76203. (817) 387-1021, 
565-3385 or 2549. Address editorial matters to: Thom­
as L. Charlton, Editor, Baylor University, CSB Box 401, 
Waco, TX 76798. (817) 755-3437. Associates: Adelaide 
S. Darling, Harriet H. Fadal, Rebecca S. (imenez, David 
Stricklin. Deadlines: Jan. 1, Apr. 1, July 1, Oct. 1. Arti­
cles should be limited to 400 words and may be edited. 
Copyright 1984 Oral History Association, Incorporated.

STATE/REGIONAL SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE APPOINTED 
FOR ONE YEAR

A Special Committee on State and 
Regional Relations will study the OHA 
Policy Statement on State and Regional 
Oral History Organizations and recom­
mend revisions at the association’s 1985 
meeting. President Martha Ross and the 
Council recently reiterated the need for the 
association to have excellent relations with 
state and regional groups.

Serving on the special committee are 
John J. Fox, Jr. (Salem State C.), chair; 
Stanley Garfinkel (Kent State U.); Margot 
Knight (Washington Council on the Hu­
manities); and Kim Lady (Ky. OH Comm.). 
OHA members are invited to submit sug­
gestions to the committee.

NEWS
Bruce M. Stave, professor of history and
director of The Center for Oral History at 
The University of Connecticut, has been 
appointed Fulbright Professor of Ameri­
can History at Beijing University for the 
1984-85 academic year. If circumstances 
permit, he plans to work on an oral history 
project and to offer seminars and lectures 
about oral history.

The Ethnic Studies Oral History Project at
the University of Hawaii at Manoa has 
relocated on the university campus after 
having its office for several years in the 
Manoa Elementary School. ESOHP was 
established in 1976 and is supported by 
Hawaii’s state legislature. Two finding 
aids, Catalog of the ESOHP Collection 
1976-84 and Master Index to the ESOHP 
Interviews 1976-83, have recently been 
published.

Jack L. August, Jr., assumed the duties of 
Head of Field Collection and Oral History 
at Arizona State University last April. He 
is a doctoral candidate at the University of 
New Mexico.

Oral History Association Newsletter 
Baylor University, CSB Box 401 
Waco, Texas 76798

Address Correction Requested

The Regional Oral History Office (ROHO)
has completed a series of interviews with 
28 California women political leaders. The 
interviews span the years 1920 to 1970 and 
represent a variety of views in the political 
spectrum. ROHO also recently deposited 
interview series with Wilson C. Riles, the 
first black person elected to a statewide 
office in California, and Gobind Behari Lai, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning Indian journalist. 
For more information, write ROHO, the 
Bancroft Library, the University of Cali­
fornia, Berkeley 94720.

On 31 May Elders Share the Arts (ESTA)
presented a festival of plays from three 
different Bronx senior centers. The Hod- 
son Senior Center gave Ready for Love, 
while the Bronx Young Men's Hebrew 
Association performed Excerpts from Our 
Lives and the Bronxdale Senior Center, The 
Days of the Nickel. The groups performed 
the three life-history plays for an audience 
of high school students, seniors, and nurs­
ing home residents at the Hodson center.

During the early summer the Shorefront 
Living History Group performed Blackout 
on the Boardwalk at six different locations 
in New York. The play remembers 1942 
when the city was prepared for German 
invasion.

A series of thirteen workshops in living 
history theater, creative movement, and 
oral history began throughout senior com­
munities in early October. ESTA will also 
run a 30-week model workshop program 
in living history theater in conjunction 
with the New York City Department for 
the Aging.

C. Elizabeth Nowicke, Archivist of Navy 
Laboratories, is preparing a guide to all 
oral histories on the subject of Naval 
Research and Development. The first edi­
tion will have information and abstracts of 
over 300 interviews at 21 institutions.

Chris Howard Bailey is completing a dis­
sertation at City University of New York 
on “Oral History Theatre and the Senior 
Adult.” She would like to hear from anyone 
using dramatizations of life histories of 
senior adults. Write: 12 Pond Rd., Canton, 
CT 06019.
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