Oral Historians and Curators:
Friends, Foes or Strangers?

By Nanecy MacKay
Mills College

Interviewers might think an oral
history is nearly fimished afier the
interview, but for the curator the
work s just beginning,

| discovered this thiee vears ago
when | had the opportunity 10 set up
mnd manage & small oral history
program at Mills College in Oakland,
Califll, where 1 work as a librarian.

As 8 cataloger for 22 vears and a
practicing oral historian for about 14,
I'm famikinr with the practices of

each Beld, bat when it came o
bridging the gap between conducting
oral history and curating, | was
stumped,

| foced the typical challenges of
any new ol history program but
found hittle guidance in the archives
or oral history fields. | muddled
through thad first year, recreating all
the forms and procedures 1'm sure
hod been done before me by equally
confised program managers.

| figured there must be o better
way, 50 in the spring of 2004 |
conducted & survey on the state of the

archival practices for oral history. |
announced the survey on five online
discussion groups, distributed it ot the
Morthwest Cral Historians meeting
and seni it 1o cenain orehivists wiose
answers | was especially imeresied
in. Responses came in from 62 ol
history projects and programs anound
the world, confirming that archivists
are coming up with innovative
solutions on their own, but they also
are Moundering just like me.
Everyone is eager for stnndards and
best practices for curating oral
histories.

(Continued on page &)

Oral Historians and IRBs: Caution Urged as Rule Interpretations Vary

By Robert B. Townsend and
Meriam Belli
American Historkeal Association

Eufitar s Note: Thix article i
reprinied, with permission, from the
December 2004 “Perspectives™ of
the American Hisorical
Aszociatiom

Just as oral historians were
beginning to think they could safely
g back 1o oral history research
without the possibly inhibiting
oversight of Institutional Review
Bosrds (IRBs), some are finding
progress blocked of the local level,
While some universities have agreed

that federal regulntions were never
imtended 10 cover ornl history
resizarch, many other Institmional
Review Boards are holding fast io
rubes that inclede oml history under
human subject research-despite
recent communications fo the
contrary from the concemned lederal
povernment office. As 8 result, ol
historians in scademin need 1o be
aware of the policies and practices of
IRBs al their home instilution, both
o ensure that they are in conforminy
with standing pelicies and to press
for chiunge where peeded.

As regular Perspeciiver readers
will remember, oral historiuns
seemed 1o make significant progress

aat this fromt, when Michasl Carpmie,
ihe mssociate director for regulatory
affairs at the federnl Office for
Human Kesearch Protections
(OHRPF}-which is part of the
Bepartment of Health and Human
Services-agreed that ol history
inbervicwing activities “in gencral”™
fell putsice the federal definition of
research requiring scnutiny by IRBs.

The AHA consequently issued an
mdvisory stalement suggesting that
oral historians could now safiely
conduct interviews without [RB
review (hitpwww historians, ong/
Perspectives/Tasues 2004040304030
ew ] efm].

(Continued on page 4)
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g | From Your
President
By Kim Lacy Rogers

The Oral History Association”s
Executive Council had a productive
and creative meeting in Providence,
.1, the site of the 2005 annunl
meeting. We inaugermied two new
iask forces and put in place two
reconstituted OHA committees—the
Finance Commitiee and the
Publications Committee. Each of
these commitices is critical to the
health and public profile of the
association, and we are pleased with
the encrgy and creativity that are
emerging from each group,

In responss 10 4 request from an
OHA member, we have appointed o
task foree to investigate the place of
aral history in academébc lifie, and
specifically 1o assess how oral history
research, archival creation and
management and iMerpretation are
coumnted by academic committees
when scholars are being considened
for promotion, tenure and merit
awards. Ron Girele of Columbia
University is chairing (his task force
and Art Hansen of Califisrmia Stae
University at Fullerion, Laurie
Mercier of Washington State
University-Vancouver and Al
Broussard of Texas AEM University
are serving o5 members. The task
force is mitinfing a survey to gather
information abot the varied practices
of academic instimutions,

Council also appropristed $3,000
for an Emerging Crises Oral History
Research Fund, This fund will be
mwnrded 1o an oml historion or
historians who need fmancial
resources 1o pursue research in s
contemporary crisis—such as o war,
epidemic or disaster, We have not yet
appomied the members of this task
force, Those interested in serving in
this capacity should e-mail me @
rogerskimdickinson.edu.

We also have installed o revived
Finance Commitice, chakned by Tim
Fogerty of the Minnesota Historical
Society, and o reconstituted
Publications Commitiee, chaired by

rene Reti of the University of
Califormia, Sants Cruz. We ore
confident that both commifiees are
developing innovadive proposals and
programs for the financial
management and publications of the
OHA, We are hoping to begin work
on & new “Oral History and
Community History™ pamphlet in the
coming year and also a pamphlet on
“Oral History and Family History.”
Members interested in working on
these pamphlets. whether as a writer
of &% co-writers, should contact Irene
Reti at ibreti@ucec.edu.

In other news regarding money
and institutional suppor, we are
pleased that the OHA contintes 1o
operate in goed Mnancial shape, The
association has signed another three-
year agreemend with Dickinson
College, which will continue 1o
provide a home and financial suppor
fioer ouir operations.

I closimg, 1'd like (o add that the
pnnual meeting in Providence is
shoping wp beautifully, The program,
which is focused on the twin themes
of dissent and hope, promises to
continue engaging the membership
mied local commumnities with
privocaiive scholarship,
perfommances and workshops,
Providence is 0 greal restauramt boow,
too, so we shall all be able 1o feast on
seafood and commune with the
ghosts of dissemers past after days of
stimulating sessions. Join us on Mov.
2-61 | hope 1o se¢ vou all there,

Remember to Renew
Your OHA Membership

Please renew your OHA
membership for 2005 if vou have oot
done o already,

The University of California
Press, which mmages the OHA
membership i1, sen renewil notices
in carly January, If you are unsure of
your membership stwtus, please
contact Madelyn Camphbell, OHA
exceutive seeretary, it T17-245-1036
or e-mail ohaf@dickinson.cdu.

Renew now so yvou won't miss
the annual meeting program, Oral
History Review and Newsbeiters,

Report from OHA
Executive Secretary

By Madelyn Camphell

The Chal History Assecintion has
come o long way in my almost six
YEArs as excculive seorefary, Ata
recent mid-winter council meeting, 1
reported that the OHA has o healthy
operating reserve of S107, 000 g
on Endowment Fumd thot has reached
S123,000, The Finunce Commitbes
will be making recommiendatbons
regarding wiys in which these funds
can most benefit the association,

This year the OHA hopes o
develop a “members only” section of
our Web site, which would give our
membership resdy access (o our
membership dircciory and searchable
onling access to the Oral History
Review, It is also our hope that more
respierce publications will be
developed In the areas of education,
kegal concemns and lechnology, OHA
will be looking for a Web site edifor
who would be able to develop these
new initiatives,

Finally, 1 am pleased w announce
that Dickinson College and the OHA
have ngreed to extend their contract
for another three venrs, [ will
CONTENGE 10 Serve &% CxXecutive
secretary and book forward 1o
working with council, the many
volunteers who are responsible for
developing and organizing our snnal
mectings and with the membership of
the DHA. 1 have thoroughly enjoved
the many phone calls and e-mails that
I have received over the vears from
50 many diverse and inferesting
people.
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Here’s Your Chance to Vote for OHA Leaders

The Oral History Associafion
MNominating Commities announces
the following candidates for clection
tor the posithon of first vice president
mnad fior ome OHA Council seat:

For first vice president: Mehmed
All, Lowell Matsonal Historical Pork,

For Coungil:

Roger Horowits, Hagley
Museum and Library, or

Beih Millwoad, Southem Ol
History Progrim.,

OHA members also will elect
miembers of the Nominating
Committee. Three two-year
positions are 1o be filled, Members
will vole for one person for each of
the three seats,

Position 1: Al Broussard, Texas
AdeM University, or Alva Moore

Stevenson, University of Callfornia,
Los Angeles,

Position 2: Elwine EAT, Maryiand
Historical Trust, or Elly Shodell,
Port Washington, N.Y., Public
Library.

Position 3: Andrew Russell,
Albuguergue Technical Viocational
Institate, or Jess Rigelhaupt,
University of California, Berkeley.

The OHA election will be by mail
ballot sent this summer to each OHA
member in good stonding.
Biographical information and
statemenis from each of the nominees
will be includied with the ballots,

The Mominating Committes and
Council will accept additional
pominmions for officers, Council
membrers and Mominoting Commities

members in the manner described in
the OHA bylaws, Nominees must be
members of the OHA.

A petition signed by 20 or more
OHA members in good standing, tha
is, whose dues are paid, may be
submitied for cach nomination,
stding the particular office for which
the nomination is mude.

A peiition myminoting a firsi vice
presubent or Council member maist be
in the hands of the Nominating
Commitice by June 15, Send io:
Todd Moye, 1371 Metropolitan Ave
SE, Atlanta, GA J0316.

A petition nominating 8 candidate
for the Nominating Commitiee must
be sent to the OHA Council by June
15. Send 10z Alphine JefTerson,
College of Wooscter, 1159 Beall
Ave., Wooster, OH 44681,

Make Plans

for

Providence

Oral History Association
members will gather in Providence,
R.L, Mov, 2-6 at the Providence
Marriott, pursuing the theme:
“Woices of Dissent, Voices of Hope.”

Conference planners said the
theme is in keeping with the historic
rale of the Rhode Island city i
welcoming religious dissenters.

Indeed, history kowers will find
plenty to love in the tiniest state’s
copitn] city.

Providence was founded in 1636
by Roger Williams, o minister from
Massachusetis who was banished
from that colomy for his liberl
religious leanings. His crime:
advocating individual freedom to
worship without stnte interference or
regulation, Williams founded the first
Baptist church in America, one ol a
number of historic churches in the
cify.

Located at the head of
Marraganscit Bay, Providence Harbor
wies the jumping-off poim for rading
schooners hended for Africa and the
West Indies in the rum-slaves-

o by trade.
Historic Benefit Siroct boasts

nearly a mile of restored houses,
schools, taverns, shops and other
buildings financed by the wealth of
Cobomizl sea captnins md
shipbuilders.

Rhode Istand became the first
colony to prohibit importation of
shves in 1774, and in 1776, it
declared its independence from
England two months before the rest
of the colonies took the historic leap
tor Freedom.

In addition bo its rich historical
flavor, the city also is home to the
famed Rhode Island School of
Design and its Museum of Ar and
Brown Lniversity.

OHA members will neceive
program deiails and registration
informmtion this summer, with a
comphete schedule of workshops,
featured speakers, conference panel
sesspons, off-site tours and hotel
reservation information.

Although the meeting isn't until
November, Mational Weather Service
duin show tempermiares thar month
rartge from an average low of 34

degrees to an average high of 52,

(A Newsletter
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Oral Historians and IRBs: Confusion Continues

(Contimeed from page 1)

The Ornl History Association (OHA)
also sged o similar statement.

[The complete fext of the policy
staterend, which origimally appeared
in e Wienter 2003 OFIA Newsletter,
decompannes thiy article |

In o clurifreation issued on
Janumey 3, 200, Carome reaffirmmed
the OHRP's concurrence with the
policy statement as drafted by the
AHA and the OHA {and modified
necording to sugpestions made by the
OHRF),

Oversight of oral history
projects remains a
confusing patchwork of
widely disparate policies
and procedures.

Despite this effor, a preliminary
review of current institutional review
podicies in severnl universities,
conducted by AHA staff and Zachary
Schrag (an assistant professor at
Gieorge Mason University), reveals
that oversight of oral history projects
remains a confusing patchwork of
widely disparate policies and
procedures. Some university
policies, for insiance at the
University of Texms, seem to hnve
ndopied the pasition of the OHRP ns
gmted in its communbcations (and
contained in the AHA-OHA
advisories) nnd have excluded, “in
gencral,” oral history interviews from
IRB review (hitp:/www. itexas.edu/
research/rsc/humanresearch/special
topics'oral_history.php).

In sharp contrast, a number of
institutions are following a
conservative line set by UCLA,
which slipulates that “communication
between OHEP and the oral history
community does not change the HHS

UCLA policy on such research,”
(it e oprs uela eduhuman™Ne
wiletiers 2003 1 2 10 him) S4ill other
institutions have remained silent on
the issue, further compounding the
generul ambiguity.

“We are disturbed,” observed Roy
Hosenoweig, the AHA s vice
president for reseanch, “that some
IRBs are not following the
understanding the AHA worked ow
with the OHRP, But we feel that we
owe it 1o our members 10 make them
aware that some universities are
insisting on IRB oversight of oral
history,”

The federal regululions on humn
subject research were desigmed for
miedical und psychological research
that could infict physical and mental
b on human beings, an aim
reflected in the profiessiona)
composition of most [RBs and the
semantics of OHRP regulations,
These regulations have been framed
primarily o address research projects
using imerviews conducted with
questionnaires and anonymos
sources, not the type of open-ended,
mdividualist interviewing normally
invalved in ol history, Accordingly,
the AHA and the OHA have argued
ithat these regulations should ot be
applicd across the board to the
humanities and social sciences in
general and oral history in particular,

Some legal scholars say
oral history, like
Journalism and English,
does not fall within the
scope of IRB jurisdiction.

Several legal scholars suppon this
position. For example, C. Kristina
Gunsalus—academic ethics expert,
special counsel i the Office of
University Counsel, and adjunct
professor in the College of Law at the

article in Ethics and Behavior, that
oral history, like jourmnalism and
Enzlish, does not fall within the
scope of IRB jurisdiction, She also
insists thod the relnted research
currently subject to IRB regulations
(surveys, informational imerviews,
eic. ) would be best deali with at the
departmental level “rather than [lefl
to] centralized review' (see
bipedwww, pews. wiue, edu/news'od /1
01 I subjects_html).

By requesting IRB
exclusion for oral history
research, historians are
simply affirming the
distinct nature and
purpose of oral history
research.

e repercussion ol the present
unceriaingy has been a retreat 1o &
cautionary stance by acsdemic
edminisirators and a cenain degree of
apprehension among historians doing
oral history, By requesting IRB
exclision for ol history research,
historians are simply affirming the
distinet nafure and purpase of oral
history resenrch (a5 compared 1o
medical or cven political science,
despite inferdisciplinary overlaps).

Diespite the confusion on some
campuises, the AHA confinues o
support the policy statement jointly
elaborated with the OHA and agreed
upon by the OHRP. However, given
the lepal uncertaintics and
complexities, the AHA cautions
rescarchers doing oral
interviews—especially graduate
students for whom the stakes are
particularly high-to carefully consult
the institutional policy of their
universitics, as well as their
department chairs, before
undertuking fieldwork. This is

w'“:n‘mm I'.I;:It Fﬂlﬂlll r ti'l‘li"dmil.]l' of Hiinois at Urbana- imperative for all ncademic historians
e R R i -asserts in a forthoomi i i i
h ekl 5o it ch Champaign- ina ing using ol interviews for their
(A Newslefter - sypring JINS




research, regardless of whether such
imterviews are the core of their work
oF only one SOUnce AMmong many.

However, caution alone will not
suffice. Historians—both s
individual researchers and
collectively ps departments-must
sctively work within their universitics
10 raise owareness about the
potentially harmful effects of
applying standards inlended for a
very different type of research o oral
history.

One example of such awareness-
raising engagement comes from Mary
Marshall Clark. director of the Oral
History Research Ciice (OHRO) at
Columbia Liniversity, who expressed
optimism about maintaining what has
historicnlly been “nn excellen
informal working relationship™ of
mmstunl respect bebween the OHRD
and the IRB office. “We look
fsrward to clarifying this relationship
in the next few months s we

determing a formal policy of
guidance for the creation and wse of
oral history interviews that
acknowledges both our concems and
our independent authority,” Clark
said.

The AHA's Research Division i
currently undertaking a more
systemutic survey and snalysis of
IRB policies s a wide runge of
colleges and universities and will
present a detailed report in a spring
2003 issue of Perspeciives.

Statement Qutlines Oral History Interview Policy

Application of the Department of Health and Human Services Regulations for the Protection of Human Subjects at
45 CFR Part 46, Subpart A to Oral History Interviewing

Editor's Note: The following
wiwterment, referred fo in e above
arflcle from tee Americanr listorical
Association, is reprinted b full from
ifve Wister 2003 bisae of the (A
Newsletter,

Most oral history mierviewing
projects ane net subject to the
requirements of the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS}
regulntions for the protection of
human subjects al 45 CFR part 46,
sibpart A, and can be excluded from
institotional review hoard (IRB)
oversight becose they do not involve
reseirch as defined by the HHS
regulations. HHS regulations at 45
CFR 46, 102{1)} defive research as "a
systematic mvestigation, including
research development, testing and
evaluation, designed o develop or
contribute o gencralizable
knowledge." The Oval Hisory
Association defines oral history as "a
method of gathering and preserving
historical information through
recorded interviews with participants
in past events and ways of life.”

It is primarily on the grounds that
oral history interviews, In general,

are not designed (o contribute (o
"eencrmlizable knowledge” that they
are: ol subject 1o the requirements of
the HHS regulations at 45 CFR part
46 and, therefore, can be excluded
from IRB review. Although the HHS
regulations do not define
"seneralizable knowledge," it is
reasoneble (o assume that the term
does not simply mean knowledge that
lencls itself to generalizations, which
characierizes every form of scholarly
inguiry and human communication,
While historians reach for meaning
thid gposes by the specific sabject
of their inguiry, unlike researchers in
thi biomedical and behavioral
sciences they do not reach for
generalizable principles of historical
or social development, nor do they
seck inderlving principles or kaws of
natiere that have predictive valoe and
can be applied to other circumsiances
fior the purpose of controlling
outcomes, Histarians explain a
panticular past; they do not create
general explanations about all that
has happened in the past, nor do they
predict the futwre,

Maoreover, oral history narrators

are ned anonymeus individuals,

selecicd as part of n random sampie
fisr the purposes of o swrvey. MNor are
they asked to respond 1o o standard
questionnaing administered 1o a broad
swalh of the population. Thosg
interviewed are specific individunls
sclected becouse of their often unique
relationship to the topic at hand.
Open-ended questions are fallored io
the expericnces of the individual
narrator. Although interviews are
guided by professional protocols, the
way any individual interview mmfolds
simply cannot be predicted. An
interview gives o unigque perspective
on the topic at hand; a series of
inderviews offer up not similar
"eeneralizable” information but &
variety of particular perspectives on
the togiic,

For these reasons, then, oral
history interviewing, in general, does
not meet the regulatory definition of
research as amiculmed in 45 CFR part
46, The Cifice for Human Research
Protections concurs with this policy
statement, and it is essential that such
an interpretation be made available to
the many |RBs currently grappling
with issues of human subject
research,

OHA Newaletier
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Survey Explores Archival Practices for Oral History

(Continued firam page 1)

I was struck by the mnge and
variety of nstitlutions supporting oral
history. Academic librarics, the
traditional repository, constitute 33
percent af the respondents.
Government agencies constifute 13
percent, and historical societies,
oflen administered by & government
agency, constitute 21 percent. The
remiining third represent non-
traditional programs, such as
religious, community or culural
projects, museums and nonprofit or
for-profit corporations.

Respondents offered insightful
commenis on current practices,
everyday challenges and dreams for
the futere. Here wme a fow
highlights:

+ Inmied oral hisiorkes ore o
mixed bag for curators, On the one
hand they offer the rich subject
matier that would not otherwise
enter the public record. On the other
hand they ofien come to the archive
requirme o great deal of
uttention—ihe recording media is in
biid shape or essentinl information,
such &% 8 parrors name and date of
the interview, i5 missing.

# Mixed formats pre a nightmore
for curators, Each recording
miedium—from reel-lo-recl tape 1o
oudincnssetie to mvy digiial
mecium=has different requirements
for storage, playback, preservation
and pocess,

Oral historians move
trarmsparently from one reconding
format to another as technology
progresses, but archivists curate the
post as well as the present and must
accommuodate for all formats ever
used. Mearly all the respondents
noted the problems of mixed
formats,

+ The Internet is becoming the
universal medium for information
delivery, and oral history curniors

e responding to the call, Two-
thirds of the respondents have posted
or are planning 10 post oral histories
onling in some form. That includes
all scademic institations except one
and most government or historical
agencies. The format for online
access varies from a simple list of
inferviews fo the compleie awdio and
iranseript onling and searchable.

Technology concemns resonaded in
every survey response.  Respondents
are both ennmored and overwhelmed
by the challénges and the possibilities
of fechnology,

For curators this means digital
preservillion projects, new
possibilithes for cotaloging and access
and oral histories on the Internet, It
also means more collaborations—witly
content specialists, with informntion
technology professionals and with
other instiutions

I conducted this survey to assess
the situation, not to dmw conclusions,
Yet, these topics rose to the surface
as maed in need of discussion between
oral historians and curators:

¢ Giuidelines for independent oral
historians and scholars to select an

archive and prepare oral history
materials for archival preservation

# Appropriate technology for
preservafion
+ Appropriste technology for

+ Stndard cataloguing practices,
micindata siandards for oral hisiory

+ More collaboration on
digitization prajects

+ Investigation into aggregatcd
dutabases for oral histories for
improved access

+ Oival history teamwork, to
include the curnior, cotaloger and
information fechnology expert as well
s the histonan, interviewer,

trunscriber, ele.

+ Advocacy at high levels for the
critical importance of preserving oral
histories as an inherent link to our
cultural heritage.

I am contineing my rescarch with
case studies of six oral history
programs that have been particularly
successful, and | invite readers 1o
complete my origina] survey (posied
online 4t the link lsted blow). In
addition, | hope for discussions
between oral historians and (hose
who care for them, to work toward
establishing best practices and
standards for cursting ol histories.

Renders who would like more
information abowl nyy work con visii
the following Web siles:

Survey:
httpe//people.mills. cdwmackay/
Surveyl.doc

Survey resulis:

hitp/ people.mills eduw/mackay/
FinnlSurvey®e20resulis_him

List of respondents:
hirpzifpeople.mills.edu/mackay/
Respondents htm

Read on! The next two pages
outline important
information about archival
considerations that oral
historians should know.
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Curating Oral Histories: A Primer for Oral Historians

By Nancy MacKay
Milts College

What is curation?

Curatson refiers (o the long-term
manngement and care of historical
documents 1o ensure maximum
decess mow and in the future. A
curator is ofien an archivist, but can
also be a cataloger, preservation
officer, progrm manger, historon or
technical specialist

Here are some principles of
curmtion as they apply to oral histone:

+ Liegal issues,

Three legal issues stamnd out with
regard to oral histories: ownership,
copyright and restrictions,

First, an archive most secure
plysical ownership of the materials it
acquires, This usually is done
through a deed of gifl.

fetellecinal ownerghip, on the
other hand, is secured through
copyright. Most archives requine that
copyright be transferred to them lor
enke in granting permission Lo users,
though clauses in the agreement can
exempt the mierviewer and narmator,

Finally, archives frown upon
restricting access because amything
Timiting wse of the muterinls
contradicts the basic premise of
archival practice. Portial restrictions
on oral histories (either on the
camtent or the time period]) are
undersiandable and even nocessary in
cenmin cases, bul they create
bookkeoping nightmoares and curators
avoid them,

+ Freservation.

There is a great deal of confusion
about best preservation praciices for
oral histories these days, bui
archivists agree on cerain basic
principles:

I'} materials belong in a climate-
contrelled environment;

2} materials must be copied onto

various stable medin and

3) original recordings must
remiain untouched and copies mode
for public use.

+ Cataloging.

A catalog helps users find oml
history materinls by the narrator’s
name, subject, institution and other
important lerms.

Currenthy there is no single source
for finding oral history materinls, but
models such as Alexmmder Street
Press and OCLC"s WorkiCt allow
users o seprch for orml histories
across institutions, Most instinaions
provide access o oral hisiories
through their library online cotalops
or directly through their Web sites

+ Aeoess,

Every archive’s goal s to make its
muterials available 1o inferested
users, Traditionally that meant a list
in a prinded catalog o finding akd.
Tockay that means the possibility of
full-text aceess and keywond
searching from amywhere in the
world, Who knows what tomorrow
will bring?

What's so0 hard about
curating oral histories?

Cenain featunes inherent 1o oral
histories make fife difficuli for
curators, mnd ns a resudi, the ol
histories end up on the problem shelf,

unprocessed. Here's why:

= Transcript or recording: whai
i the primary document?

In ihe early days of oral history,
the transcript was considered the
primary document and the recording
often way discarded. Today, the
recorded interview is generally
considered the primary document,
nnd the transcript supplements it 1o

verily proper names and difficul
phrases,

While oral historians can follow
eurrent practice, curntors must deal
with interviews from the past as well
a5 the present. Paper materials and
recording media require entirely
different kinds of care and often are
sent o different depariments for
processing with different procedures.

The ek of standards for oral
histories in any format means thad
transcripts and recordings may be
processed and catalogued by separate
standards, even within the same
Enstitution,

+ ImsufMichent information,

Thie value of an interview is
greatly dimninished iF it armives al the
archive with incorrect of insulflicient
imforration.

The minkmum information
required i3 the nurrator”s and the
intervicwer's complete numes, the
date of the interview, a list of proper
mames spelled cormectly and o
surmmary of the conlend.

Ay miformation not supplied by
the interviewer means the cataloger
must do additional research, make
educaled guesses or listen to the

cntine INETVIEWw,

& Medin and formuais are
prohlematic in every step of
processing for ihe archive.

CDs, MDs, microcasseites,
audincnsseties and videocasseties
each have their own requirements for
mccess, cataboging, plavback and
preservation, Current reconding
technokvgics are in transition, but af
some poind, standards for recording
and preservation media will surfoce.
When this happens everyone will be
relieved, but the cumtor’s headnches
mren't over, Becouse an archive
preserves the past as well as the
present, curators will always have 1o
cope with obsolete and nonstandard
formais.
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More About Curating Oral Histories

What about all those
interviews that haven®t
made it into an archive?

Curators mid oml hisiorians alike
know there are thmsands of worthy
interviews tucked oway in the offices
of independent scholars, interviews
collected for research that i now
complete. Everyone agrees that these
materials should be made wvailable 1o
future researchers.

But taking the steps (o find the
right permanent home for my
interview collection requines
planning.

Curntors receive fmequent offiers
for donations of materials that belong
in the public record, but they must set
priorities about which ones they can
pccept. 11 is worthwhile for oral
historians to seck out an archive most
ppproprime for their intendew
materials, preferably before the
miterviews take place.

Here are some tips for preparing
oral histories for an archive:

+ Proper legal release.

This is the most important Hem.
Mo reputnble archive will consider o

donation without the proper legal
release forms. Because proctices
wviry, each archive should be
comsulied about the necessary

paperwork.
+ Conteni.

Curstiors meed bo knosw if the
subjects covered in the interview fit
inde the collection guidelines of their
archive.

= Size.

Every imterview necds imdividunl
attention. It needs to be accessionad,
evilumted for preservation, copled,
posaibly transcribed and catalogoed.
Each of these sieps requires the
aention of skilled professionals.
Therefore, curmtors will be interested
in how many physical ilems, 2.
tapes, transcripts, ctc., you plan o
donate in order o assess the
resources required for processing.

+ Copdithon of med i

A tape or disk in poor condition
of an obsolete format can add many
levels of difficulty to the curntor's
job. She mst balance the value of

accepiing & donation that requines
preservation work ngouinst collections
of similar confent that easily can be
added 1o the collection,

+ Missing or incorrect
informathsn.

Curators are unlikely 1o acoepd
interviews that are not properly
lnbeled or if vital information is
incomplete or incomect. An error on
the tpe or disk label will be copied
into the cotalog record, info the
trafscript, omid the Web sie
sunmmary and cventually into an
ncademic paper.

Likewise, an interview that lacks
vital informution such as names and
dites diminishes the value of the oral
history.

Catnlogers take all this very
sericusly. They ofien are unable to
do the required research o cormect
misinformution and are amwilling o
perpetupie errors inio the public
record,

Eiliror 5 Nane: The OHA Newsletier
thanks Nawcy MacKay for sharing
the resulis of her research and
Working o educole oral historions
atoul fnes ey offen overiook

University of Virginia Launches Kennedy Oral History Project

The long political carcer of
Massachuseis Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy will be the focus of o new
oral history project a The Miller
Center of Public Alfsirs ol the
Univiersity of Virginia,

The center announced the project
in December 2004, saving it planned
to create an archive of spoken
recollections and reflections tha
ilhiminates Kennedy™s public life, his
vocation, the LS, Senate and the
political world in which he has
moved.

The Miller Center said that in
addition 1o extensive imerviews with
Kennedy, it also plans o interviow:

Kennedy family members, friends
el clasamates; siafl members from
his senatorinl and presidentinl
campaigns und the compaigns of his
brothers, President John F. Kennedy
and Roberi F, Kennedy; national and
Massachusetts Democrutic panty
officials; Massachusetts supporicrs,
adversanes and constituents; key
stall members; outside advisers,
joumalists; inferest group amd
commamity Bctivists; selected
membsers of the executive branch and
selected public figures from other
countries.

The progect, which is expected (o
take about 5ix vears to complele, B

part of the Miller Center’s
Presidential Oral History Program,
which has established a systematic
effort to collect comprehensive,
spoken sccounts of the presidencies
of Ronald Reagan, George H.W.
Bush and Bill Clintoen.

The cenier says iis goal is o
preserve for the historical record the
vipices of key notors within esch
administration,

The Kennedy praject is expected
1o shed light for scholars on many
aspects of Kennedy's career as well
as the evolution of the Senate and the
changing naiure of political
leadership in America.

LA Newslettor
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OHA NEWS UPDATES

OHA Task Force
Examines Academic
Evaluation Practices

By Ronald Grele
Columbia University
Oral History Resenrch O Tice

The Oral History Associstion has
esighlished a task foree o investigoie
the role of oral history in the
professional evaluation of our
scademic colleagues for whom the
practice is a major part of their work.

We are particularly interested in
the ways in which orml history
practice is weighed in decisions
dealing with hiring, retention,
promiction and tenure, i, indeed, that
work 1 considered as part of those
processes. Inowhat ways are
publications based upon oral history
considered when assessimg the
publication record of colleagues, or
in teaching or public service or the
other aspects of faculty standing?

At this stage we mre inferested in
gathering any formal reports or
statements of established polices that
mention oral history as a factor in
hiring, refendion, promotion or tenure
decisions of departments or academic
institutions; as well as pnecdotal
evidenice.

We plan (o use this information Lo
construct 8 more detiiled and
reflective survey of the profession.
We would be most imeresied in
hearing from those who have
developed mn oral history practice,
which they have submitted =s & part
of their dossiers, or from those who
have served on various commitiees
evaluating colleagues on the basis of
their work in oral history.

Please send responses io: Ronald
Girele, % Momingside Dr, ¥3A, New
York, NY 10027, E-mail:

Author Sought
For New Pamphlet
On Family History

The Oral History Association is
scarching for a freclance writer 1o
write a pamphlet on wsing oral
history in family history, This will be
published by the OHA as part of the
pamphlet series, Stipend payment
will be 51,506,

For more information, contoct
Irene Reti, chair of the OHA
Publications Commirttes, ai
m:@mm or af 83 |-450-2847,

Awards Deadline
Coming Soon

Vignries of mail delivery
muy remder this annogncement
obsolete, but if vou receive this
Newsletter in early April, vou still
have time to submit nominatiors for
the three Oral History Associntion
awards to be presented ot this fall's
meeting n Providence, R.1. The
mwarids are:

+ Thie Martha Ross Teaching
Award, for distinguished pre-
collegiate teaching of oral history;

+ Avward for the Outstmnding Use
of Oral History ina Non-prind
Format, recognizing distinguished
use of oral history in o film, video,
performance picce, radio program or
series, exhibition or droma;

+ Book Award, for distinguished
use of ol history in o published
work by academic acholars, public
historians, independent professionals
or community-based groups or
inadividuale

Submissions for all three awnnds
must e postmarioed by April 15,
Complete details are available on the

Letter to the Editor

Thanks for a good OHA
MNewsletter. | especially liked the
report by Morma Smith and others
about the scssion where three of the
homeless people inerviewed in the
Sksters of the Road project responded
to the presenttions, In my opinion,
it was one of the best sessions of o
very pood conference!

1 miesd point out, though, that this
imprompiu sharing wasn't the first
time narrators were inclsded inoon
OHA conference. [n 1995, at the
conference in Milwaukee, | chaired a
panel which inclheded four of my
nmrralors: “The Linity of the Cathalie
Worker Movement: A Panel
Discussion between Narmators and
Interviewer.”

As ['m remembering, we
discussed-al kength and with some
disagreement-whether | “got it right”
in my aral history of the Catholic
Worker movement, *Voices from the
Catholic Worker™ (Temple LIP,
1993),

And yes, it’s & concept we should
actualize more often.

Rosalie G, Riegle
Professor Emerita of English
Saginaw Valley State Liniversity

International News
Abowut Oral History
Available Online

Check oat the latest msue of the
International Oral History
Association’s newsletter, with a
roundup of oral history activities
arcund the world. It is available
online ot hitpfwaww, ioho fgv b

RIGEGECombin.edu. OHA Web site:
Thank vou. www.dickinson edw'oha
EMA Niwrlottar - Spring 2005
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Washington Update

By Bruce Craig
Matlonal Coalition for History

Edior's Note: The Natiomal
Coalltion for Hixory serves as a
mational advocacy affice in
Washington, D.C., for hixtorical and
archivid professions. [ iy a
conrortium of more than 50
orgarizarions, fncliding the Cral
History Association. Here are
selected excenpts from recent "WCH
Fashington Update” colimns that
wrigtht be of interest to oral

hriararies,

Language Mandates
Annual Instruction
About U.S. Constitution

Shartly before Congress acted in
December 2004 on the final 5388
billion omnibus appropriation bill,
Sen. Robent C. Byrd, D-W.Va., the
Senate’s unafficial constinutional
scholar, inserted language into the

thot receive federal money,

Becky Timmaons, direcior of
government relations &l the American
Council on Education, said college
leaders mre concerned that the
provision could set s precedent in
which fature Congresses would feel
free 1o saue additional mandsory
curricular reguirements.

The 1.5, Department of
Education is expressly prohibited
from establishing a national
curriculurm.

The langmage of Byrd's rider docs
nod specily how the instruction
should be carried out, though the
Department of Education is expected
10 issue & rule or letter of guidance to
colleges and schools.

Byrd was motlvated 1o take this
action because he firmly believes that
Americans need a better under-
standing of the Constitution and its
Emportance,
“We can build upon the respect
and reverence we still old for our
Constitution,” Byrd said. “But we
hid better start now, before, through
ignoronoe and apatly, even that much
slips away from us.”

Byrd's reverence for the
Constitution is well known on
Capitol Hill, He habitually carries o

of the document in an inside
breast pocket of his suit, and he hns
been known to flouriah it during
heated arguments on the Senate floor,

Watergate Papers
Now Public

On Feb. 4, the University of
Texas unwveiled the Woodwand and
Bernsizin Walergate Papers, The
Washington Pogt reporters”
collection includes thousands of
pages of hand-written notes, typed
memos and transcripts culled from 73

Summer Workshop
Options Available

Oral historians interested in more
training have options on the East and
West coasts and the Midwest this
FUMIALCT.

A two-and-a-half doy Oral History
Instifuie af Kenyon College in
Gumbier, Ohio, is scheduled for June
7-9. The program will emphasize
hands-on experience in planning and
conducting oral history projects,

The institute i5 co-sponsored by
the Ohio Humanities Council, the
Rural Life Center at Kenyon College,
the Ohie Association of Historical
Societies and Museoms and the Ohio
Historical Sockery.

The institute costs 5250, which
includes lodging, six meals ond all
workshop materials.

Applications are avaitable m
wiww, ohiohumanities.org, The
deadline is April 30.

The Summer Institute on Oral
History st Columbia University,
scheduled for June 13-24, will focus
on the challenges of using oral
history to document catastrophe in Hs
immediate afiermath,

The institute also will feature
workshops on interviewing,
developing community history
projects and recording audio and
video oral historses for multimedia
productions.

Registration is 51,000, Campus
housing is available for 54 1a night
for a shared room or $82 a night fora
private room.,

Applications are nvailable at;
hitps/fwww.columbia,edu'caTweb/
indivioralsummes/index.himl. The
deadline is April 8,

Another trainimg opportunity s
the LEGACY Oral History workshop
ai the San Francisco Performing

micasure reqquiring Iih-ﬂ.l all educational file-drawer size boxes bought by the ::ﬂ:‘::dm[: ;:;d :‘l}_'l:;ﬂll

institutions that receive federal university for $5 million. The mm"’“,ﬂ; is

manbes must offer students an archive, however, said it would not mﬁrmb@mmwmmh

instructionul program on the U.5. reveal the identity of the “Deep advanced oral Tistorians

E‘uustllr.lﬂlam each Sept. 17, Throat,” the reporters’ secret source; The workshop fee 1‘553&5 before

Constitution Day. and other confidential sources until June | and $350 thereafter, Contact
b:jh: m:nst_trn will apply to all their deaths. Jeff Friedman nt L:gin'@;fpﬂlm org

public and private institations, '

e colones o s hveseiites or call 415-255-4800, ext. 823.
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STATE AND REGIONAL REPORT

SOHA Holds Meeting
With Anthropologists
In Santa Fe, N. M.

Members of the Soathwest Ciral
History Association ane meeting
April B-10 in conjunction with the
Society for Applied Anthropology.

The joint session in Santa Fe,
M.M., focuses on the theme:
“Heritage, Environment and
Tourism.™

Scholarly panels, workshops, an
art gallery walk and an American
Indian film festival are scheduled.

Vermont Web Site
Tells POWSs® Story

Andy Kolovas
Vermoni Folklife Center

A Vermomt Public Radio
documentary that aired Dec. 16,
2004, 10 commemorate the 60™
anmiversary of the Battle of the Bulge
is available in streaming sudio format
on the Vermont Falklife Center Weh
site: hetpivermontfolklifecenter.org/
miubimedin‘radio/pow/

The folklife center, in
Middlebury, Ve, produced the radio
documentary tithed “Prisoners of

progrm were generaied onder the
muspices of the Library of Congress”
Vieterans History Project
Indbependent radio producer Erica
Hellman and folklife center folklorist
Gregory L. Shamow produced the

program

Kentucky Civil Rights
Oral History Materials
Available Online

By Doug Boyd
Kentucky Oral History
Commission

More than 10,000 pages of
electronic transcripts plus audio and
video interviews collected by the
award-winning Civil Rights
Movement in Kentucky Oral History
Project are available online.

The interactive online diginl
medin database is full-text scarchable
and can be sorted by county, subject
or by decade.

The site is ai: hatpzihistory Xy,
govicivibrights tm

The Kentucky Oral History
Commission i a program of the
Kentucky Historlcal Society.

NOHA Spring Meeting
Scheduled in Idaho

The Morthwest Oml History
Association will join with the 2043
Paocific Morthwest History
Conference at the Red Lion
Dovmntowner Hotel in Boise, ldaho,
April 28-30,

3 Edition of “Heroes”
Released in Texas

The University of Morth Texas
Oral History Program has relepsed
the 3 edition of “Heroes.” edited by
Christopher M. Koontz and Ronald E,
Marcello.

The publication is the finding aid
for the World War 11 holdings of the
university's oral history progom.

The 185-page catnlog mcludes
chilling excerpts from the interviews
as weil as annotated listings of
interviewees in an effort to “educate
the reader thot war is o deadly,
serious, brutal business,” Marcello
said in m cover letter distributing the
Euide,

Japanese Restaurant
History Documented
In Hawaii Project

The Center for Oral History at the
Utniversity of Hawail Manoa has
completed a 430-page bound volume
of transcripts of interviews with 11
men and women comnected with
restaurants on Oahu owned and
operated by families that originated
in Orodo, Ckinowa,

Maore than 70 such restavrants
have operated on the island since the
1920,

Imlerviewees recounted the long
hours and hard work associated with
running a family restmerant. Others
recalled memories of their clientele.
And one described his career rising
from dishwasher 1o chef.

The project was n joint effor of
the Harwail United Okinawn

War: A Story of Four American The NOHA region encompasses Association and the Japanese
Veterans.™ The documentary is Utah, Idaho, Montana, Washington, Cubivral Center of Hawadi, which
based on oral history interviews and Oregon, Northern California, Alaska  contracted with the Center for Oral
presents the experiences of four and British Columba. History to conduct the interviews.
World War 1l veterans whi were The publication, “The Oroku,
captured by the Germans during the Okinawa Connection: Local-style
Battle of the Bulge and held as Restmernnts in Hawaii,” was
POW's until the end of the war., distributed to University of Hawaii
Research materials for the system and state regional libraries.
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Endnotes...

Washington Press Corps

History Book Released

MWew from Oxford Liniversity
Press is “Reporting from
Washington: The History of the
Washington Press Comps™ by Donald
A. Ritchie, sssociate historian of the
LIS, Senate and past president of the
Oral History Association,

The bock chronicles dmmatic
changes in Washington journalism

Rep. Emanue] Celler, who served in
Congress from 1922 o 1973,

African Americans Focus

OF Petershurg, Va., Meet

Hisiorical threads that connect the
Civil War to today i the focus of o
Conlerence on African Americans
and the Civil War, scheduled for May
16-28 in Petersharg, Vi

For mare information check the
Weh site: www.cancw.org.

Waorld War 11 Memories

Belindla Waierman at:
belindni@essex.ac uk.

Inupiag Whaling Captain
Featured in Oral History

Oral History Association member
Karen Brewster is the editor of “The
Whales, They Give Themselves:
Conversations with Harmy Brower,
Sr.,” published by the University of
Alnka Press,

The oral biography of an Inuspiag
whaling capiain, ertisan and
community leader from Barrow,
Alnska, spans a period of dramatic

from Franklin Roosevelt's presidency Highlight London Meeting
through the terrorist attacks of Sept. The consequences and legacy of wllflrllmd-::'!:mﬂr::ﬂ:dunpfur
|1, 0], World War Il in the memories of Native people in century Alaska.
participants and for successive
Radio Program Features generations is the focus of a July 1-3
Oral History Interviews conference at King's College, The OHA Newsletter
. London, R ] 3
In March, C-SPAN Radio invites contributions of
began a series of broadcasss of the Sptsond by e collegr el e, .
Potraer: Mactbecs of Cogress dcal Oral History Society, the conference TIE3 ADd:D
Ristory program hended fa the ik numr lhnﬁﬂ*m“r!iw:r!ﬂﬁ'ﬂfﬂﬂfﬂﬂ the next issue. Please
of the war and offers an opporinity

'I:'!Tﬂ!b:rh::ﬁ:::il:g;:nm G e stndt.hemhjthehug.l
Ingersoll, Tho series began sithihe remembering, and the memories deadline to:
broadcast of OHA member Ron ““'I'““'“‘- E'f‘;." g ohaeditor@aol.com
Grrele's interview with New York ooy e Bl
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